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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 13, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first business 
in order is the petition presented yesterday by the 
genator from New Hampshire. The question 
now before the Senate is on its reception. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, f do not | 
wish to interfere with the ordinary course of busi- 
ness—the presentation of petitions—but as the | 
question to which the Chair has called the atten- | 
tion of the Senate will probably give rise to de- 
hate, if it is taken up now, I ask the Senate to 

it over for the purpose of taking up the reve- 
nue bill which the Committee on Finance are ready 
toreport. If the question of reception be taken 
without debate I have no objection. 

Severat Senators. Oh, let it be taken. 


The petition was then received, and ou motion |) 


of Mr. HALE was referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 
TEXAN BONDS. 

Mr. CLAY. Ihave been requested to present | 
to the Senate the petition or memorial of Wil- | 
liam S. Wetmore, of the city of New York, and | 
James Hamilton, of South Carolina, a committee | 


of the revenue bond-holders in the late Republic || 


f Texas ing fo j } ents : 
of Texas, praying for the payment or adjustment | re of mathematics in the navy, asking to 


of the bonds which they hold. The memorial, it | 


will be seen, by the endorsement which I have || 


just read, seeks to accomplish an object upon | 
which [had occasion to address the Senate the | 
other day. {tis founded upon an opinion which | 
[hold, as to the responsibility of this Government | 
for at least that portion of the debt of Texas con- | 
tracted prior to her annexation to the United 
States, for the payment or reimbursement of which 
certain revenues or duties on imports were pledged | 
when Texas was competent to make the pledge. 
| shall add nothing, in enforcing the memorial, to | 
the argument which I offered on the occasion to 
which | have referred. The memorial itself con- 
tains an argument which, though I have not read 
it, | have no doubt is better than the one whica_I 
offered. It also touches incidentally upon the ob- 
ligations of the United States to pay other portions 
of the public debt of Texas. I move that, without 
reading, the memorial be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. That committee is proposed, | 
because there are important questions arising un- 
der it of public and international law; and it seems | 
to me, therefore, that it is proper that it should go 
to that committee. That committee is nlso the 
committee that the petitioners themselves desire it 
should go to. 
The memorial was so referred. 
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| York, in favor of a reduction of postage to two 


cents the half ounce on all prepaid letters; which || 


| was referred to the Committee on the Post (ffice 
and Post Roads. 

| Mr. SMITH presented the petition of the heirs 
| and representatives of Justus Riley, asking in- 
| demnity for French spoliations; which was laid 
on the table. 


| Also, from citizens of Simsbury, Connecticut, || 


aking the adoption of measures for the amicable 
| adjustment of international controversies; which 


‘| was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


tions. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Newton, Connetti- 
cut, asking for a reduction in the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
| of Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, asking the adop- 
tion of measures for the amicable adjustment of 
international controversies; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


‘(| Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 


| 


| Charles Colburn, asking compensation for his 


| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Also, a memorial from John Pierce, jr., late a 


| be restored to his rank, and allowed back pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval! 
| Affairs. 

| Also, the memorial of Josiah Sturgis and others, 
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Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of mer- 
chants, ship-owners, and others, citizens of Wis- 
casset, Maine, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Frankfort, Maine, 


| asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
| was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads. 
Mr. YULEE presented a petition of the heirs 
of Manuel Sulano, asking the confirmation of 


| their title to a tract of land: which was referred to 


| the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented eight peti- 
tions of citizens of lowa and Illinois, asking the 
removal of obstructions in the navigation of the 
Mississippi river; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Iowa, asking a 


| grant of land to that State to ard in the construe: 


|| services as a yeoman in the navy; which was re- || 


of the revenue service, asking that the benefits of || 
| Rock Island and La Salle Railroad Company, 
asking a grant of public land to aid in the con- 


the naval pension law may be extended to that 
service; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
Also, a petition of A. W. Blackmond and other 
citizens of the United States, asking that the pub- 
| lic lands may be granted in Itmited quantities free 
| of cost to actual settlers who are not possessed of 
| other lands. 
Also, a memorial from citizens of Cecil county, 
| Maryland, asking that a portion of the public do- 
main may be reserved for actual settlers who may 
be citizens of the United States; which memorial 
and petition were referred to the Committee on{the 
Public Lands. 





| of postage; which was referred to the Committee 


|| on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. JONES presented a memorial from citizens 
of Dubuque, lowa, asking the construction of a 


Also, a petition of inhabitants of Roxbury, | 
| Massachusetts, in favor of a reduction of the rates | 


military road from that place to the Missouri | 


Roads and Canals. 





BOUNTY LANDS FOR VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. STURGEON. Mr. President, I have 


rials of officers of volunteer companies who served 


been requested to present to the Senate the memo- | 


in the late war with Mexico, asking to be allowed | 


additional bounty land. 
_ {t will not be necessary for me to call the atten- 
tion of the Military Committee to this matter. 


They are aware of and better understand the | 


merits of these claims, and the circumstances con- 
nected with them, than I do. However, Mr. 


President, I will mé@ntion this fact, that any of | 
ife, | 


those officers were young men entering into 

some of them into the professions, and some of 
them belonging to the more laborious classes of 
society. Ido know, Mr. President—it is within 
my own knowledge—that some of these young 
men sold the implements of their trade to furgish 
themselves with the articles necessary for the cam- 
paign. I know that a number of these young offi- 
cers died; and 1 know also that many of those who 
have returned home returned with broken consti- 
tutions, and I think the Government will do right, 
and nothing but right, by making an appropriation 
of public land for this purpose. Without reading, 


therefore, I move that the petitions be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
he petitions were accordingly so referred. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition 
humerously signed by citizens of the State of New 





Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citi- 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 


to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Also, two petitions from citizens of Lowa, ask- 
ing the establishment of 4 mail route from Bloom- 


| the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Daniel Nippes, asking compensation for certain 





|| Affairs. 
| Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
'| asking that the seamen in the navy may be placed 
on the same footing as to extra pay and bounty 
lands with the soldiers and volunteers in the army; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 

Affairs. 
Also,a memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, 
|| Pennsylvania, asking for certain improvements 
in the harbors of the river Delaware; which was 

referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DOWNS presented a memorial of the Re- 
ister and Receiver of the Greensburg land office, 
uisiana, asking to be allowed commission on 
entries of bounty land warrants; which he desired 
might lie on the table, as a general bill had already 


been reported. 


| 


arms manufactured for the War Department; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Military | 


river; which was referred to the Committee on | 
zens of Davenport, lowa, in favor of a grant of | 


Davenport to Council Bluffs; which were referred | 


ington, in that State, to Prairie du Chien, in Wis- | 
consin ; which were referred to the Committee on | 





| 
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tion of the Davenport and Council Blaff Railroad; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of [owa, asking the 
establishment of a mail route from Bloomington, 
in that State, to Prairie du Chien, in Wisconsin; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of lowa, asking a 
grant of public land to the branch of the State 
University at Fairfield, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented’ the memorial of the 


struction of their railroad; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. WALES presented the petition of P. E. 


Thomas, Phineas Janney, and Benj. Ferris, in be- 


half of the Seneca nation of Indians, asking the 


| payment of certain moneys due and wrongfully 


withheld from them by a sub-agent of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Also, a resolution of the General Assembly of 
the State of Delaware, requesting the Senators and 
tepresentatives of that State in Congress to use 
their exertions to procure a grant of public land to 
aid in the establishment of an asylum for the in- 
sane poor in that State; which was referred to the 
(Committee on Public Lands and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of H. 
K. Thateher and other officers in the navy, asking 
compensation for mess stores and private property 


| lost in ee of the wrecking of the United 
| States ship 


3oston; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of citizens 
of Washington, D C., asking an appropriation 
for filling and grading square 259, belonging to 
the United States in that city; which was referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of me- 
chanics of Augusta, Maine, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Bath, Maine, 
praying that corporal punishment in the navy may 
be abolished. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same place, 


|| asking that the spirit ration in the navy may be 


abolished; which were severally referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of citizens 
of Butler county, in the State of Missouri, asking 
the removal of obstructions to the navigation of 
the Big Black river, in that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Ray county, Mis- 
souri, asking that the office of Chaplain in the 

ublic service may be dispensed with; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry W. Barnes and Ran- 
doiph M. Cooley, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


eee 
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On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


| the port of New York in that single month; and, | tire, to which was referred the 


HE CONG 


Ordered, That the exeeutrix of Conrad Ten Eyck have || estimating fairly for ports not heard from, the re- 


eave to withdraw her petition and papers. 


ceipts, actual and estimated, for the month of 


On the motion of Mr. BELL, the further call | January amount to the round sum of $5,000,000; 


for petitions and memorials was dispensed with. 
EXPENSE OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 
Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the amendment of 
the House to the joint resolution of the Senate 
limiting the expense of collecting the revenue from 


customs for the present fiscal year, reported the | 
same back to the Senate, accompanied with the || 


following amendment: 
** Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall be 


authorized to dispose of the bonded warehouses now leased | 
by Government on or before the first of January next, on the | 


best practicable terma for the Government; but he may re- 


tain such parts of said houses,or lease such other houses, at || 
hie discretion, as may be necessary for the storage of un- | 


claimed goods, or goods which for any other reason are re- 
quired by law to be stored by the Government.” 


The question was stated to be on the adoption || 


the committee 
he law of last Con- 


of the amendment reported b 
Mr. DICKINSON said: 
gress, as construed b 


the Attorney General, took | 
effect on the first of January last, end limited the || 


expense of ‘collecting the revenue to the sum of | 


$1,560,000, in addition to the expenses of stor-ge, 
drayage, cartage, &c. 


The estimates of the Sec- | 


retary for the next fiscal year, instead of being | 


$1,570,000, besides the items for storage, amount 
to $2,750,000. The Secretary of the Treasury asks, 
and the special message of the President calls our 
attention to the subject, that the law of 1849 be 
suspended, or that relief be furnished the Depart- 


ment from its stringent operation—the amount al- || 
lowed by it, in the Secretary’s opinion, not being | 


sufficient for the exigencies of the service. The 
Senate passed a bill appropriating for the expense 
of the last half of the present fiscal year, for the 
relief of the Treasury Department, the same 
amount which had been expended for a like ser- 
vice and like period of time during the year 1848. 


The anount expended in 1848 was $1,855,008 10, | 
inderendent of the items for storage, drayage, and | 
cartage, which amounted to $152,723 70, making | 


an aggregate of $2,007,723 70, if these items were 


now no larger than in 1848. The bill went to the | 


House of Representatives, and there it was 


amended, and returned to the Senate as amended, | 


80 es to appropriate specifically $1,000,000 for the 
collection of the revenue proper for the last half of 
the present fiscal year; $50,000 for expense of 
warehousing; $25,000 for Texas and Oregon; and 
$50,000 for new business and new districts, ma- 
king the amount $1,225,000. 

These amounts, together with items of receipt 
for labor, drayage, storage, cartage, &c., if those 
items shall be the same in 1850 that they were 


in 1848, will be, in the aggregate, 41,377,723 70. | 
They will, however, amount to much more, as | 


| understand that for the first half of the present 


fiscal year they amounted to $181,000 and up- | 


wards. ‘The expenses properly chargeable upon 
them will be also somewhat increased. The 
amount thus appropriated by the House of Rep- 
resentatives exceeds considerably the amount pro- 
posed to be appropriated by the bill as it went from 
the Senate. It is less by between two or three 


hundred thousand dollars than the Secretary has i which was referred the resolutions of the Legis- 


asked for, and insists is necessary. The majority | 


‘and we do not believe it worth while for the 
| balance of this fiscal year to struggle against the 
views of the Department, or between the Houses 
| and among ourselves, over the difference of opin- 
‘ion which exists. Under the exigencies of the 
case, and the peculiar circumstances in which we 
find this great interest, we recommend that this 
bill pass, with an amendment to the amendment of 
the House relating to the warehousing system, 
| conferring upon the Secretary of the Treasury a 
power to dispose of the Government warehouses, 
which power it is supposed he already possesses, 
but about which there appears to be some doubt. 
With this explanation, it is hoped that the bill 
will be allowed to pass without delay. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
| ment was agreed to. The amendment adopted by 
the House was also concurred in. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
Isabella Cole, executrix of William Cole, asking 
indemnity for injuries done to a vessel and cargo 
by the authorities in Peru, submitted an adverse 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of John Spencer, late receiv- 
| er of public moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands; which was concurred 
| in. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the resolution re- 
lating to the claims of John Hogan, reported a 
joint resolation for his relief, directing the Secre- 
tary of State to settle his accounts upon the prin- 
ciples of equity and justice; which was read a 
first and second time l-y unanimous consent, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BUTLER, trom the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the several memo- 
rials praying an extension of the jurisdiction of 
the United States district courts over all the navi- 
gable lakes and rivers in the United States, made 
an adverse report on the same; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


| Also, from the same committee, to which was 


of the Committee on Finance, I am authorized to | 
say, are clearly of opinion that the amount appro- | 
priated by this bill is considerably larger than is | 


necessary to secure efficiency in the service, and 


larger than they will consent to permanently, when | 


an opportunity shall be afforded to investigate the | 


matter carefully, and make specific and permanent | 
appropriations. The majority of the committee | 


desire to express this opinion. The minority ex- 


press no opinion on that point, reserving themselves || 


for such opinion as they may form and express here- 
after. The committee are, however, unanimous! 

of opinion, in view of the derangement of the col- 
lection of the revenue, owing to circumstances over 


which this body has and had no control—in view | 


of the short space of time intervening between this 
and the end of the fiscal year—that, on the whole, 


it is best to pass this bill as it is, and concur in the | 


amendment of the House. 


ent indications, will be unusually large, and should 
not be put at hazard. There have been already 


actually collected $4,525,526 in the month of Janu- | 


| 


ary alone; $2,972,225 of which was collected at | 


referred the petition of citizens of New York ask- 
ing that accounts may be kept in the national cur- 
| rency, and that Spanish and Mexican cuins of the 

value of six and a quarter and twelve and a half 
cents be valued as dimes and half dimes, moved 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to amend the act entitled ‘* An act 
to amend the act enutled ‘ An act supplemental to 
| the act for the admission of Jowa and Florida into 

the Union,’ ”™ reported the same back without 
amendment. 
Mr. B. further, from the same committee, to 


lature of Indiana, in relation to costs in the United 
States courts, in suits involving questions of 
patent rights by patentees or their assignees who 
were insolvent, reported a bidl requiring plaintiffs 
in certain cases to give security for costs; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to promote the efficiency 
of the naval establishment, by providing a retired 
list for disabled officers; which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 
|| Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
|| Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 
| Nathaniel Champ, asking the renewal of a mili- 
|| tary bounty land warrant, submitted a report, 
| which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
/a bill for the relief of John Champ and others; 
| which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to 


| which was referred the memorial of citizens of 
The receipts from customs this year, from pres- | 


| 
' 


Kanesville, lowa, asking a grant of titles to the 
lands on which that town is located, submitted an 
adverse report upon the same; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
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heirs of Joshua Kennedy, whales. td the 

which was ordered td be printed, accompaniel | i 

a bill for the relief of the legal representatives y 

Joshua Kennedy, deceased; which was read of 

ordered to a second reading. and 


CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. 


| Mr. KING. I desire to call the aitention of 


ene 


he question was taken on filling the first 
| blank with $3,000, and it was decided in the 


the Senate to a bill reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations some days since, to carry 
into effect the convention between the United 
States and Brazil of the 27th day of January 
1849. Unless it is taken up and acted upon speed. 
ily, the probability is that the money will not be 
| fortheoming. | hope, therefore, the Senate will 
| indulge me by taking up the bill out of its order 
The question is whether you will lose the money, 
| or whether you will take the bill up now. 

The motion to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill was agreed to, and it was read by the Sec. 
retary. 

Mr. CLAY. I desire to submit to the.consiy- 
| eration of the chairman of the Committee on For. 
eign Relations an idea which has occurred to me. 
| | do not know but that the committee has already 
| considered it, but if not, I would like it to be 
| thought of. We have now in this city a commis. 
| sion acting under the Mexican treaty, and | be. 
lieve its labors are drawing to aclose. And as{ 
| happen to know personally the secretary to that 
commission, I would observe that he is a vood |ip- 
guist, and understands both the Spanish and Por. 
| tuguese languages. The idea which occurred to 
me is, whether it would not be better, instead of 
| creating a new board, to assign to the existing 
| board the daty of passing upon the claims arising 
| out of this treaty. Everything is there; the com- 

mission is organized; they have their clerk and 
secretary; and it seems to me the matter would be 
finished much sooner than if a new board, or new 
commission were appointed. I make the sugges. 
tion for the consideration of the committee. 

Mr. KING. The committee in framing this 
bill kept in view the amount which was to be re- 
ceived. It is a small amount, and instead of hay- 
ing an extensive machinery, such as at present 
exists in regard to Mexican claims, it will simply 
require one commissioner and a secretary. The 
amount is small, and the individuals who are the 
| most interested will be perfectly satisfied with 
the decision of one commissioner, whatever it 
may be. 

With regard to the individual of whom the 
Senator from Kentucky speaks, the time of the 
present commission will soon expire, and then 
probably the services of the gentleman named can 
be made available. I hope this bill will be suffered 
to pass, because it is important that the matter 
| should be speedily arranged. J will move there- 

fore, in the present stage of this bill, to fill the 
| blanks; and to fill that fixing the compensation of 
5 commissioner with the sum of $3,000, and 











that with regard to the clerk with the sum of 
$2,000. 

Mr. FOOTE. I would suggest $1,500 for the 
clerk. It has been suggested to me that that sum 
is quite sufficient for the services of a clerk. 





| affirmative. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The next ques- 
tion is on filling the second blank with the sum of 
$2,000. 





|" Mr. FOOTE. I move to amend by substitu- 
ting the sum $1,500. ' 

The question being taken on the amendment, !t 
was negatived. Ss 

The question then recurred on the original 
proposition, which was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is within my own knowl- 
edge*that while Mr. Wise was our Minister a 
Rio he was intrusted with certain original papers 
to aid him in the prosecution of his duties there. 
It is also believed that our present Minister has 
been intrusted with certain original papers to ena- 
ble him to negotiate this business. I suppose they 
are upon the proper files there. The amount which 
this treaty stipulates that that Government shall 

y to ours is small, and the suggestion to which 
Peish to call the attention of the chairman of the 
committee is this. I do not know what is the rule 
adopted by this Government, or how far this com- 

| mission would be authorized, in exercising 1'8 
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rs to obtain the information which might be | 
yithin the hands of our Government. I desire to | 
xnow if it is necessary, and if necessary, I sug- 
gest the propriety of making an amendment, so | 
‘hat all the original papers now in the hands of | 
the accredited minister of our Government there | 
shall be transmitted to this Board. 
"Mr. KING. It is altogether unnecessary. The || 
object of the Senator will be substantially attained || 
without this. The treaty stipulation is that the | 
Brazilian Government shall deliver all the papers | 
which they possess, in order that the commission 
may understand the whole subject, and proceed 
io make a fair division of the proceeds among the 
Jaimants. 
Our HAMLIN. The explanation of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations is 
erfectly satisfactory. From the nature of the 
pill itself, and the manner in which it was read, 
it appeared to me impossible to understand it, 
although [ gave the best possible attention to the 
reading of the bill. i} 
Mr. PEARCE. I have received a communice- | 
tion from some of the parties interested in this bill, | 
which [think it is proper should be mentioned, | 
They refer to the printed correspondence, which | 
| 
| 
\| 
1} 
\| 





| believe has been laid before the Senate, between | 
certain merchants at Rio and Mr. Tod, our min- 

ister in that country. They are desirous that the | 
commission should sit at Rio; and they suggest | 
that there are certain papers, which cannot be ob- 

tained in any other place, and which it is desirable 

to have access to. I desire to know of the chair- || 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations wheth- | 
er the committee took that thing into consideration ? || 
I believe the bill contemplates the sitting of the | 
commission at the city of Washington only. 

Mr. KING. That subject was brought to the 
notice of the Committee on Foreign Relations. | 
The course suggested by the honorable Senator 
from Maryland would be a departure from every 
thing that has ever taken place in the settlement of 
caims of citizens of the United States against 
foreign Governments. ‘The committee determined 
to pursue the ordinary course, as being more con- 
sistent with what was due to the claimants than 
sending a commission to Rio in order to adjust 
claims there, beyond our jurisdiction and control, 
putting those claimants residing in the country to 
great difficulty and inconvenience. As to the | 
idea of th€ gentleman that the commission cannot | 
get all the papers necessary for the adjustment of 

» the claims, the treaty expressly provides for the 
delivery of all that are needed. I trust, sir, we 
shall pursue the ordinary course, and not send out 
a roving commission to adjudicate upon them. 

Mr. PEARCE. Ihave no desire to press the 
matter, I felt it due to the merchants who had 
written to me that | should present this explan- 
ation. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, in drawing this bill 
I have omitted to fix a limitation to the commis- 
sion. I, therefore, move so to amend the bill as 
to limit its operation to one year. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, and was read a third 
time and passed. 


CONSTITUTION OF CALIFORNIA. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the following message, transmitted by the Pres- 
went of the United States: 

T» the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith to the Senate, for the information o 
that body, an authenticated copy of the ‘* Constitution of the 
State of California,” received by me from the Hon. William 
M. Gwin. - Z. TAYLOR. 

Wasuineton, February 13, 1850. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I move to re- 
fer the message and accompanying papers to the 
Committee on Territories. 

_Mr. BENTON. It ‘had been my expectation, 
sir, that the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
Mr. Cray] would make a motion for a select 
committee on the President’s message which has 
justcome in. I think, sir, that it is an appropri- 
ate occasion for such a committee, and that the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky is the appropri- 
ate person to make the motion. I wait, sir, to 
see if he will, in obedience to a sense of public 
a make that motion. 

r. 











| ance with my present feelings, make the motion | 
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which has been made by the honorable Senator | from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] is to be cha 


from Illinois, it would not be in order to propose 
a reference to a select committee. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 will, with the permission | 
of the Senate, state to the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, that if it is his wish to submit that mo- 
tion, I will waive my own. 

The motion to refer the documents to the Com- | 
mittee on Territories was then withdrawn. 

Mr. CLAY. I am very sensible, indeed, of 
the courtesy of the honorable Senator from Illi- 








irman. 


| The Chair is in doubt whether this can be done 
under the rules, unless by unanimous consent. 


_ Mr. FOOTE. [ object to that motion. I wish 
it to be understood, however, that I have no objec- 
tion to the honorable Senator from Kentucky at 
all; but { hold in my hand a-resolution which I 
intended to offer during the day, the object of 
which is to permit this particular subject, with all 
the questions now before the Senate on the subject 
of slavery, together with all bills, to be referred to 


nois. It was not my purpose to make the motion || a special committee of fifteen members of the 


to refer this subject to a select committee. The | Senate, to be chosen by ballot. 


honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton} 
and myself had some little conversation on the 
subject a day or two ago, in the course-of which 
he kindly expressed a wish that | would make 
such a motion; but I told him, I think, that my 
personal feelings were such that I had no desire | 
to take the lead upon the subject; but I added | 


that, if it were the pleasure of the Senate to direct || 


me to act in conjunction with any select committee | 
on the subject, especially as it had had the kind- | 
ness heretofore to exonerate me from the duty of | 
acting on its standing committees, | should feel | 
myself bound most cheerfully to obey that wish; | 
but at the same time that I could not, in accord- | 


myself. 


Mr. FOOTE. I move, sir, that the subject lie | 


| upon the table for the present. 


| 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope it will not take that | 
course, but that it may go to some committee. | 
Mr. FOOTE. The reason why | wish the sub- | 
ject to lie over is, that I hold in my hand a resolu- | 
tion which I propose to offer, and whieh embraces | 
this whole subject. I would have offered it to-day, | 


only I thought that the attention of the Senate || 
would have been called to other matters more | 


pressing. 

The motion to postpone was rejected by a vote 
of 20 to 18. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
sage be referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, | bat pursue a | 
course according to the early precedents and the | 
early action of the Senate. I have in my hand a | 
memorandum of the admission of all the States | 
which have been admitted into this Union from | 
Vermont to Iowa. The course which was fol- 
lowed in the admission of the whole of them, down 
to Wisconsin, was to refer theapplications for the | 


| admission of new States, together with the Presi- | 


dent’s message by which they were usually com- | 
municated, to committees named by the Senate. 


|| The first precedent which I find upon this subject || 
In the || 
|| House of Representatives, on the 9th of February, 


relates to the admission of Vermont. 


1791, a message was received from the President | 
of the United. States communicating authentic doc- | 
uments, asking, with the consent of the State of | 


New York, that Vermont be admitfed into the || 


Union.”? That message and accompanying docu- 
ments were referred to three members. I find— 

& February 12th, bill for admission of Vermont, received 
from the Senate.’’ 

In the Senate of the United States, 9th February, 1791, 
a message was received from the President of the United 
Oe Ondared, That the message from the President of the 
United States of this date, with the papers accompanying 
it, be referred to Messrs. King, Monroe, Etisworth, Langdon, 
and Hawkins, to consider and report what ia proper to be 
done thereon.’’ 

These are the early precedents, sir, on which I 
think we may act. 

I think the present is an appropriate occasion 
for referring the President’s message to a commit- 
tee specially appointed by the Senate for that pur- 

ose, and [ will therefore submit a motion that the 

nator from Kentucky be chairman of such a 
committee by order of the Senate. If the Senator 
himself does not feel justified by his personal feel- 
—— coming forward on this occasion—though 
I believe if he yielded to a sense of public duty, 
he would feel that the country looks to him on 
this occasion—but if he does not feel himself at 
liberty, from personal considerations, I, sir, will 
make the motion, and now move that it be referred 
to a select committee, of which the Senator from 
Kentucky is to be chairman—the rest to be ap- 
pointed by the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
this message be referred to a select committee, to 


CLAY. Mr. President, after the motion || be appointed by the Senate, of which the Senator 


| 





I now move that the mes- | 





| 
| 
| 


| 


For one, sir, I 
am unwilling that the different portions of this 
subject shall be divided. I am anxious that a 
special committee shall be raised by ballot to con- 
sider the whole question ir allits bearings, which 
are so well known that it is unnecessary for me to 
explain them. It is on that account, and not be- 
cause | have not the most exalted respect for the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, that I object 
to the motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I rise merely tw state that I 
submitted the motion in obedience to what I con- 
sidered my duty, to refer this message and the 
constitution accompanying it to the Committee on 
Territories, to which all the other bills in relation 
to the same subject have been referred; and | wish 
to state further, that if it is the desire of the Senate, 
in the present attitude of affairs, to raise a select 
committee as proposed, I will interpose no objec- 
tion. On the contrary, | will be entirely willing, 
not only that this should go there, but that all the 
other bills and resolutions on this subject which 
have been referred to the Commiittee on Territories 
shall be reported back and sent there too. 

I merely wish to state that, in making the mo- 
tion, | have no desire and no feeling on the sub- 
ject, and IT hope the Senate will take that course 
which they think it due tv the subject to take, 
without reference to any feelings of delicacy. 

Mr. FOOTE. [am not desirous to submit my 
motion at the present moment, especially as the 
time is come for taking up the order of the day; 
and it is not, in my opinion, seemly that we should 
continue this debate under present circumstances, 
[I move, therefore, that the further considera- 
tion of this subject be postponed until to-morrow 
morning. 


Mr. MILLER. 


I would suggest to the honor- 


able Senator from Mississippi whether it would 
not be better to order the constitution to be 
printed. 


Mr. FOOTE. Certainly; include thet in my 
motion. 

The further consideration of the subject was 
then postponed, and the message and accompany- 


| ing documents were ordered to be printed, 


THE NICARAGUA QUESTION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the following message from the President of 
the United States : 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I have received a resolution of the Senate of the 28th ulti- 
mo, requesting “the President of the, United States to 
cause to be laid before the Senate, (in open scesion, if, in 
his opinion, consistent with the public interest, otherwise 
in Executive session,) copies of all instructions and com- 
munications of the late Secretary of State to our late chaigé 
d’affaires at Guatemaia, and all dispatebes and conmmunica- 
tions from said chargé d’affaires to the Departinent of State, 
including any conventions or treaties he may have con- 
cluded with either of the States comprising the iate Repub- 
lie of Central America; and also all correspondence be- 
tween our said chargé d@’affaires and the Governments or 
representatives of either of said States; and also all com- 
munications and instructions from the present Secretary of 
State to our late chargé d’affaires or our present chargé 
d’affaires to either of said States; and of all dispatches or 
communications from our ehargé d’affaires to the Depart- 
ment of State, including any conventions or treaties he may 
have concluded with either of said States; and also all cor- 
respondence between the De nent of State and either of 
said chargé d’affaires touching the so-called kingdom of the 
Mosquitoes and the right of way from the Atlantic throug 
Lake Nicaragua.” The information called for by this reso- 
lution will be cheerfully communicated to the Senate as 
soon as it shall be found to be compatible with the publie 
interest. Z. TAYLOR. 

Wasuinoton, February 13, 1850. 


Mr. KING. I imagine, sir, from hearing the 
message read, that those papers relate to a subject 
which is still under discussion between this Gov- 
ernment and the Government of Great Britain, and 
it is probable that a great many of these papers 
are of a character that ought not to be printed and 
made public until they have been examined by a 
committee. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 


cae | 











356 


eee 


leave to state that there are no papers accompany- | 
It is a message declining to fur- || 


ing the message. 
nish them. 

Mr. KING. I was under the impression that 
they had been communicated; but, sir, I submitto 
the Senate whether it would not be best that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations should have the 
subject before them. If they think so, I will 
move the reference of the message to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, that they may deter- 


| 


mine whether it would be well, in the present state | 


of things, when negotiations are going on, to 
have these papers thrown before the country, 
which might émbarrass the proceedings. 

Mr. DOUGLAS [hope it will be referred to 
to that committee, and that they will inquire 
whether the reporta which we have seen in the 
newspapers are “true, that more than six months 
ago treaties were made and conventions entered 
into between Nicaragua and this Guvernment, by | 


which extensive advantages were secured to the || 


United States, and by which we had the right to | 


and to build up important posts to defend it. I 
ish it to be known whether these treaties have | 
een suppressed and withheld from the Senate. | | 
hope the committee will inquire whether these ad 
vantages are about to be surrendered, and we are 
to be voluntarily divested of them, and whether | 


they are to be given up to another country with- | 


out compensation. I hope they will inquire into | 
all these things; and itis for this reason that I hope | 
the reference will be made. | 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that the message be laid | 
on the table for thé present, for the reason just | 
stated. I will offer at another time certain resolu- | 
tions, and will submit the motion that they be sent | 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, which 
resolutions shall embrace the subject referred to 
by the honorable Senator from IIlinois. 

The motion to lay the message on the table was 
agreed to, 

ADMISSION OF LADIES. 

Mr. FOOTE. I now rise to call for the orders 
of the day, but, anterior to doing so, | simply | 
wish to make my usual motion to introduce the 
ladies. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, there is a duty 


to be performed here, which I should be glad to |! 


devolve upon some other and older Senator. But 
really, sir, the Senate is nota court of love and 
beauty. Senators are not troubadours and minne- 
singers; and we have matters to deal with very 


different from those of romantic gallantry. The || 


Senate has grave and weighty affairs to transact; 
and the transaction of thems not likely to be ad- 
vanced, but to be checked and obstructed, by sus- 
pending the rules of the Senate. The oratory of 


the Senate is very commanding; but it is utterly || 92 | r 
| thought the House ought not to favor a project of || 


powerless when heard amidst that blaze of beauty 
with which the Senator from Mississippi delights 
to surround us. It falls upon unwilling ears and 
minds, when opposed by that mute but potent 


| and was recognized by him. 


' mont [Mr. Peck] had been recognized, and would | 


olution authorizing the Judges of the Supreme 


| reconsider the vote, and reject the resolution. 


eloquence which flashes from the eye of beauty— 1 


that 


' 


—— Language by the virgin made, || 


Not heard, but felt; not uttered, but betrayed. 


make a canal across the Isthmus of Nicaragua, | the definitive settlement of the present unhappy controversy, 


| and rescue from impending perils the sacred Union itself. 


garding the members of that high tribunal as the | 
J 


Sir, I desire to save the Senate from the dan- || 


ers of this witchery—to avoid the artillery of | 
Cupid, with which of late we have been besieged. 

I confess myself to have been a victim; and, ta- 
king sonnet and courage from despair, | insist 


upon that protection which the rules of the Senate || 


| 


afford. I hope this will not be considered un- | 
gallant. 
Mr. FOOTE. Ihope the Senator will with- | 


draw his objection, in consideration of one fact. 
He has entirely forgotten to look into the galleries, 


would not be protected. Even if I withdraw my | 


motion, the Senator will still be in the midst of | 


dangers. 1 believe there are at least sixty ladies | 


waiting to come in, who are authorized to expect || investigations, and thought with the gentleman | 
{| 


admittance this morning. 
Mr. CLAY, (to Mr. Pearce.) Oh, give way. 
Mr. PEARCE, Iam not so much afraid of the | 
influence of the ladies at that distance, but I think | 
I have reason to object to being brought into such 
close quarters. I submit for the present, but I 





1] 
| 
' 


! 


H 


If he had done so, he would have found that he || should be created 





| 





| placed upon the time during which the clerk should | 


give notice that to-morrow [ shall insist on the ob- | 


jection, 
The question was then put, and the motion was 


| Ness now pressing upon them? 
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THE COMPROMISE. i] 


. . } 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of || 
the special order, being the series of resolutions | 
introduced by Mr. Cray. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, addressed the Sen- | 
ate for an hour and a half, and then gave way, on | 
the suggestion of 
Mr. MANGUM, for a motion to proceed to the 
consideration of Executive business. [Mr. D.’s 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 
After some time the doors of the Senate Cham- 
ber were reopened. 
APPOINTMENT OF A SELECT COMMITTEE. 
Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the message of the President this day re- | 
ceived, on the subject of admitting California as a State 
into the Union, with the accompanying documents, be re- | 
ferred toa special committee of fifteen, to be chosen by bal- 
lot, whose duty it shall be to consider the same, and also to 
take into consideration the various propositions now before 
the Senate relating to the same subject, in connection with || 
the question of domestic slavery, in all its various bearings, || 
and to report, if they find it practicable to do so,a plan for || 


1 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
‘Tuurspay, February 14, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday (which was very long) 
was read and approved. 
THE SUPREME COURT. 
Mr. PECK rose and addressed the Speaker, 


On motion, the Senate adjourned 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. JONES rose, he said, to a privileged ques- | 
tion. 

Mr. PECK. So dol. | 

Mr. P. claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ver- | 


roceed. 
Mr. PECK moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
taken yesterday, on the passage of the joint res- 


Court to employ an additional clerk. He had | 
voted for the resolution, doubting at the time the 
policy and expediency of the measure. But re- 


est judges of its necessity and propriety, he had | 
yielded the resolution a reluctant support. Since 
the adjournment of the House last evening he had 
been informed, upon what he believed to be good 
authority, that the Judges were not unanimously || 
in favor of the project—that they were divi- |! 
ded in opinion as to its expediency—a majority, || 
however, desiring its adoption. In this aspect of | 
the case he could not any longer give the measure 
his support. If the Judges themselves were not 
agreed as to the necessity of the measure, he 








so novel acharacter. He trusted the House would 


Mr. STANLY said that he hoped the vote 
would be reconsidered, for this reason among 
others: Congress passed a law last year, authoriz- | 
ing the Supreme Court to continue in session for 
several months longer than was usual, for the pur- 
eo of disposing of the heavy amount of business || 
vefore it. That was the reason why the Court 
was now sitting, and probably would continue in | 
session until June next. He was willing to give 
the Court a clerk if it were requisite that they 
should have one. But why give them a perma- 
nent officer to enable them to get through the busi- 
He thought that 
the resolution should be limited, so as to continue 
in force for this year or for this year and the next. 
There was no reason why a permanent office | 
for the accommodation perhaps | 
of some broken-down officer or person who wanted | 
ajob. He objected also to the terms of the reso- 
lution that the clerk should be appointed to make 





from Ohio [Mr. Carter] that if the Court wanted | 
a clerk to make investigations, the Judges had bet- 
ter give place to others. He hoped the vote would 
be reconsidered, and that a limitation would be 





be allowed. 
Mr. STRONG said: I am persuaded that the |! 





| passage of this resolution was ill advised, and that 1 
| the House entirely misapprehended its character. 


egreed to, and many ladies were introduced to the || It received but little discussion, and no satisfac |, 


privileged seats. 


' tory reasons were given for its adoption. 


I voted | 


| show that the Judges decide, “in bank.” 
from forty to sixty cases in the year. . 


|| of Error. 


| too onerous? Compare this court with 0; 


| are now asked to create. 


| and have a larger original jurisdiction. 


Feb. 14 


against it yesterday. I shall vote for the may; 

of the gentleman from Vermont to reconside ey 
day. Iam utterly unable to perceive any - a 
sity for the appointment of an investigating a 
for the Supreme Court; and such is the oe ee 
whose appointment this resolution provides. Sin 
the records of that court for many years back wil 


on} 
5 There are 
nine Judges—a number unusually large in Courts 


r. Ofcourse, in making the necessary j,, 
vestigations, not more than from five to six ¢ases 





| would be assigned to a single Judge. True all 
consult and all decide; but in every court of jas; 
|| resort there is a distribution of the labor of maki, 
_ the needful researches. 


king 
that 
ear is 
: hers, 
In the State which I have the honor in part t 


11 res Can it be pretended 
the investigation of five or six cases in a y 


| represent, the Judges of the Supreme Court, five 


in number, hear and decide more than five hy». 
dred cases every year. ‘Their argument list qj. 


| ways exceeds six hundred. They have, they 
need no clerk to assist them in their investigation 


To each Judge not less than one hundred cages 
are assigned for examination. If a clerk to giq 
them in their researches is not necessary, how jg 
it that one is demanded for the Judges of the Sy. 
preme Court of the United States? I have hag 
some experience in Courts of Error, and I know 
of no one in which such an officer exists ag we 
It has been argued b 
the honorable gentleman from Connecticut [Mr, 
CLevELAND] that this clerk is necessary in cop. 
sequence of the adoption of the two-hour rule, 
Sir, every lawyer knows that a two-hour rule af. 
fords abundant time to elucidate almost every case 
which is presented to the court for adjudication, 
In the State of Pennsylvania the one-hour rule ig 
enforced, and no such necessity exists there, 

But, sir, in my opinion it is due to the Supreme 
Court itself that this resolution should be defeated. 
l admit the preéminent usefulness of that court. 
But its usefulness will continue only while it re- 
tains the confidence of the people. Now what, 
think you, would more directly and cogently tend 
to impair that confidence which it has enjoyed, 
and which is essential to its continued usefulness, 
than a resolution declaring that its members need 
an officer to aid them in legal researches? Sir, no 
court can sustain itself under such a load; and | 
call upon those who would preserve the beveficial 
operation of this Court to arrest the passage of , 
this resolution, 

I have another objection to it, to which I invite 
the attention of the House. It is, that the pro- 
posed additional clerk would inevitably give char- 


| acter to the opinions emanating from the Court. 
|| Judges are but men. 


; With an officer under their 
control, whose duty it would be to investigate the 
questions referred to him, it is too much to hope 


| that they would not roll off upon him the labor 


from which all-naturally shrink. His researches 
would give tone to the opinions, and, doubtless, in 
many cases control the judgments of the Court. 


| His peculiar opinions would tinge all the opinions 
| of the Court. 


His mind, his hand would be visi- 
ble in them all. I am unwilling for one to trans- 
fer the important duties of the court to a clerk, 
and I trust, therefore, that the vote by which the 
resolution was passed will be reconsidered. 

Mr. SACKETT rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 
I am opposed to the passage of this resofution and 
in favor of its reconsideration. I am opposed to 
it for two reasons: first, because I do not know or 
believe it is necessary, and, next, because I object 
to the manner of its passage. Sir, it was forced 
through without consideration, without examina- 
tion. ,It is a resolution asking for the expenditure 
of public money and the appointment of a public 
officer, without any evidence whatever that either 
is necessary. This is an entering wedge for the 
expenditure of not less than twenty-five thousand 
dultia a year. It is such ‘resolutions as this that 
cost this Government not less than half a million 
annually; resolutions springing upon the House 
and passed without reference to acommittee. We 
have various circuit courts of the United States 
equally entitled to an extra clerk as the court 
in bank. These circuits do more business 
than the Supreme Court, make more decisions, 
The cir- 
cuit in the State which I in part represent does 
more business and of much more importance than 
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pon 


eis aot: {it holds circuits, tries causes, and is | may we not be ‘permitell to entertain doubts on || him on 


court of appellate jurisdiction. And, sir, 
"es this resolution and you will next find that | 
cirevit and all other circuits down upon you for | 


a like clerk. 
[do not believe this clerk necessary in fact. || 





the toe ect? 


WING. I do not know how the Judges 


| vlioert in reference to the question. 


r. PECK. 


I am not informed as to the opin- || 
ion of every Judge. 


But I understand there 1s a 


The Supreme Court decides some fifty or sixty || difference of opinion among them, although a ma- 
causes a year, while the Court of Appeals in New || jority of them are in favor of the measure. 


York decides several hundred causes of equal, and | 
Ithink, generally of more importafice. That court || 
has but one clerk; then, sir, where is thgre any 1 
necessity for this appointment ? 

[ have as high a respect for the Supreme Court | 
. of the United States as any-man, but I do not 
agree with the gentleman from Connecticut, who 
yesterday seemed to regard himself as called upon | 
io defend that Court, and who seemed to hold that | 
an application from it to this House was above all | 
consideration or examination. I do not subscribe 
toany such doctrine. There is no body in this || 
country, no coérdinate branch of this Government | 
above question, above investigation. The Su 
preme Court has assumed no such ground, and no 
such ground can be admitted by me or main- 
tained. 

I hope the resolution will be reconsidered, and 
then defeated. 

Mr. EWING said: It seems to me that gentle- | 
men view this measure in rather a narrow and | 
contracted spirit. The labors of the Supreme | | 
Court cannot fairly be compared with those of | 
any State court in the Union. The courts of the | | 
different States are local in their character, and | 
are usually confined in their jnvestigations to | 
the construction and interpretation of a system of | 
law with which they are familiar; and the difficul- | 
ties ordinarily incident to their station are in the | 
application of general principles to the facts of each | 
particular case. Consequently, of the cases be- 
fore them, many are decided without serious argu- 
ment. 

How different is the situation of the Supreme 
Court of the United States; forming the common 
centre of appeal from thirty different States, with 
differing primary.souges from which they drew 
their systems, and widely varying statutory enact- 
ments, the field of investigation for the judges is | 
wholly unlimited. The common and civil law, 
the French, Spanish, and Mexican codes, with 
their treaties and decisions, must all, in their turn, 
be brought under review. Translations and in- 
terpretations are continually necessary, and all 
this must be done in a limited period. 

The whole field of law, from the beginning of all | 
human institutions, must be traversed by the 
judges of the Supreme Court. And how is it to | 


|| 





| 


| 
| 
} 
} 





be expected that a citizen taken from one of the 
States, and placed on the Supreme Bench, can find | 
time to extend his researches through the judicial | 
records of all countries, unless he is permitted to | 
avail himself of the aid which this labor requires? 
I hold it to be the first business of the country to | 
give all the did necessary to keep the important 
machinery of the Supreme Court in operation. 

The decisions of the courts of the different States 
are only binding in the particular State where the 
question arises, and not even there, in many cases 
arising under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. The judgments and decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the Union are not intended 
to settle the local law of Pennsylvania, or any one 
particular State. They are the supreme law of 
the land; the ultima ratio in all cases which are the | 
subjects. of judicial decision. They have im- | 
pressed, and will continue to impress upon this 
= Government the stamp of their intellect. 

hey will, toa great extent, guide its doctrines in | 
all future time. 
should have every facility which may possibly be 
deemed expedient, to enable them to be enlight- 
ened on the subjects before them, so as not only | 
to decide aright, but also to give universal satis- 
faction. If they are of opinion that it is necessary 
to have a clerk t assist them in their laborious in- | 
vestigations, is there not great propriety in givin 
to them all the aid they ask? aw ae the wise 
a who occupy the Bench competent to 
Jud i. of the necessity of the case? 

PECK asked leave to interrupt the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, merely to ask a sin e ques- 
tion. Are not the Judges themselves the most 
Competent to decide whether this clerk is necessary 
or them in carrying on their judicial operations ? 
And if they are divided in opinion on this point, 











| branch of the 


It ie then all important that they | 


Mr. EWING. Then it appears a majority of 
the Bench think this additional aid necessary. 
Now in all matters connected with the machiner 
of any legislative or judicial assembly, it is al- 
ways proper and expedient to give almost over- 
powering weight to the recommendation of the 
persons interested. We hold the purse-strings of 
the Government, but we have no means of esti- 
mating the necessities of the other departments of || 
| our Government; and whenever they ask, not for 


1 additional salaries, but merely for clerical force té 


assist them in the mere machinery of their action, 
it seems to mea mean and pitiful economy which 
refuses their application, and constitutes ourselves 
the arbitrary judges of the wants of a coérdinate 
overnment. The true economy of || 
the money of the people, is to afford them every 


| facility for obtaining speedy justice in all their 


courts, and more especially in the high tribunal 
where the hopes aud fortunes of hundreds of |) 
widows and orphans are now, and have been sus- 
pended for years. 


If the Judges think it necessary to have more |, 
They are. the || 


aid, it is our duty to furnish it. 
best judges of this necessity, as they have looked 
at the subject in all its bearings, and it is our duty 
to accede to their wishes. Let us for a moment 
reverse our positions. If the Supreme Court pos- 
sessed the legislative authority, and we were to go 
to it, and ask the appointment of a clerk to assist 
us in our duties, and they were to tell us—‘* We 
know better than you can possibly do what as- 
sistance is necessary for you, and our regard to 
economy in the expenditure of the public meee 
will not allow us to comply with your wish”’ 

what propriety should we see in such an argu- 
ment? You have certainly the power to treat the 
Supreme Court with disrespect by refusing their 
request. But the arguments on which you ground 
your refusal ought to be such as will command 
the respect and approval of the country. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania had stated that the 
Court did not dispose of more than fifty or sixty 
cases during the term, and that each Judge there- 
fore had only to consider five or six cases. 
that gentleman mean to say that the Chief Justice 


merely gives his attention to these five or six cases? || 


I hope, sir, that every Judge on the Bench exam- 
ines every case brought bel 

and decides for himself, and from his own investi- 
gation, and that the judgment of the Court embraces 
the united opinion of all the Judges. 

Mr. STRONG begged permission to explain 
what he had said. What ” had submitted was, 
not that the Judges did not examine all the cases 
which were brought before the supreme tribunal; 
but that, under the rules which had been estab- 
lished between the Judges, the cases were allotted 
to different Judges, and under this allotment only 


some five or six of the cases fell to the share of 


each Judge. Although all the Judges examined 
the cases for the purposse of making up their 


judgments, the labor of preparing the decision of 


the Court was distributed in the way he had named. 
Mr. EWING said he was willing to admit that 
to be the fact. But if every Judge went through 
all the arduous labor of investigating the case for 
himself, what was the additional toil of the mere 


mechanical labor of writing out the opinion. If 


he had brought his mind to a settled conclusion, 
he believed it would be rather a pleasurable than 


Does 
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| him. And, for the purpose of enabling them to 
‘extend their researc es, he was willing to give 
i] 
| 





| them all possible light, and all possible means of 
| reaching that light. 

It had been objected, this that clerk wouid infuse 
| his own views and opinions in the decisions of the 
| Court. But if it could even occur that the mere 
| ipse dixit of this clerk should control the decision 
of a single Judge, it would be time for that Judge 
to quit the bench. He repeated his high confi- 
| dence in the Supreme Court. [t was a tribunal 
which commanded his entire respect. The Judges 
| knew best what they wanted. and he was ready 
| to grant that which dey asked. He would stand 
by that court, and would always be disposed to 
| give them the authority which would enable them 
to carry into effect, by the best means they could 
| devise, the important functions with which the 
| constitution had invested them. 

It is useless to reply to the sneer against the 
| eapacity and ability of the Court. T he | people of 
| this great Union revere it as one of the institutions 
| of our forefathers, illustrated and adorned by the 
genius and erudition ofa Marshall and a Story, ard 
even now upheld and sustained by men scarcely 
inferior to these mighty masters of their profes- 
| sion. I shall, in the darkest hours of our Republic, 

look to the Supreme Court as the palladium of our 
| institutions, and as one of the brightest and purest 
| ornaments of our system. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose and 
stated that he had voted for the passage of the 
| joint resolution, and that he should now vote for 
|| the reconsideration of the vote by which that joint 
| resolution was passed. On looking more minute- 
ly at the joint resolution, he saw that the joint 
resolution provided not merely for the appointment 





| of a clerk, but that it looked to the addition of a 
soaker sane to the court as it is now constructed 
by law. 

| He therefore would vote for the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote, and on that question he would 
| ask for the previous question. 

| And there wasa second. And the main ques- 
tion (on the reconsideration) was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

The question, ‘‘Shall the vote by which the said 
joint resolution was passed be reconsidered ?’’ was 
| taken and decided in the affirmative without a 
| division. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The question then recurring on the passage of 
the joint resolution— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
| the resolution be recommitted to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table, But he withdrew the motion fora 
moment (he said) for the purpose of saying that, 
if he was not mistaken as to the condition of the 
resolution, if it should be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary that committee would have no 
control over, nor any power to amend it, because 
the resolution had had its third reading ‘and been 
put upon its passage. It would, he presumed, be 
necessary for the Houze to travel back and to re- 
consider the vote orderjng the resolution to a third 
reading, before the Committee on the Judiciary 
could make any amendment to it. He would now 
renew the motien that the resolution be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. WINTHROP said, that to obviate the dif- 
ficulty suggested b the. gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones,| he (Mr. W.) rose to a priv- 
ileged question. He moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the joint resolution bad been 











ordered to a third reading; if that vote should be 


reconsidered, the resolution would then be open 
to amendment. 

The question on that motion was thew taken, 
and, by ayes 68, noes 89, was decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution had been ordered to a third 
reading. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Jones, and having been taken, was decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported correct the joint resolution 
limiting the expenses of collecting the revenue from 


a toilsome employment, to put the grounds of that 
deciston on paper, especially if there was an 
thing spicy about it, and so, he believed, it wou d 
be regarded by the Judges. 

He should feel himself ready to bleed for the 
character of the Supreme Court, if he could per- 
suade himself that any one of the Judges did not 
bring his whole mind to the investigation of every 
case submitted to that tribunal before he gave his 
judgment. He had remarked, that the decisions 
of the Supreme Court were of the highest import- 
ance to the country; and he was desirous that 
= should look into all the authorities before 

came to a decision. The more numerous the 
eran they produced, the more satisfactory to 
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sities for the geen fiscal year. The resolu- 


tion then received the signature of the Speaker. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. JONES moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the joint resolution from the Senate 
authorizing the appointment of a special Clerk to 
the Supreme Court of the United States had been 
leid upon the table, and he moved to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table. 

The SPEAKER said that the two motions were 
both privileged motions, and must be taken in the 
order in which they were made. The question 
would first be on the motion of the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Tnomrson,] that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 


ut, he would ask the Chair to decide one p»int. 

t was this: that the motion of the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Tuomrson] could be submitted 
to day, to-morrow, or at any time during the ses- 
sion, whilst the motion which he (Mr. J.) had 
made must be submitted either to-day or to-mor- 
row, or could not be submitted at all—(the provis- 
ion of the rule being that ‘* when a motion has 


‘heen once made, and carried in the affirmative or | 


Mr. PRESTON KING appealed from this de- 


| cision, insisting upon his right (as the floor had 


| been awarded to him) to move to lay aside the 


| business before the committee, to take up other 
| business, and he referred to a case on a former 
day, when the House had gone into commit- 
| tee, the floor being held by the gentleman from 
| Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.] A motion had, on that 
| occasion, been made by the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia [Mr. Bayxy] to proceed to the consideration 
| of other business. the gentleman from Misais- 
| sippi claimed the floor. The then Chairman of 
| the Committee [Mr. Porter] decided, that as the 
| gentleman from Virginia had first addressed the 
| Chair and been recognized by it, he was entitled 
/to the floor. An appeal was taken, and the com- 
| mittee sustained the decision of the Chairman. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called the atten- 


“tion of the Chair to the 135th rule sustaining Mr. 


| Kive’s point of order. 
Mr. JONES said, that before the question was || 


It was read as follows: 
** Jn Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union- 


| the questions shall be taken up and disposed of in their or- 
| der on the calendar, but when objection is made to the con- 


sideration of a bill, amajority of the committee shall decide, 
without debate, whether it shall be taken up and disposed 


| of or laid aside; provided that general appropriation bills 
| and in time of war, bills for raising men or money, and bills 
| concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred to all other 
| bills at the discretion of the committee, and when demand- 


‘ negative, it shall be in order for any member of || 


* the majority to move for the reconsideration there- 
‘of, on the same or the succeeding day.’’) Sup- 
pose the House should now go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, that the 


journ without his being able to get the floor, and 
the same state of things should occur to-morrow, 
than which nothing might be more probable, how 
could his object be: effected at at all? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, that to 
avoid all difficulty, he would waive his motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, until the motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] had been disposed of. 

Mr. JONES thought, he said, that he was right 
on the question of order. 

The question was then taken on th® motion to 
lay on the table the motion to reconsider, and was 
decided in the affirmative without a division. 

So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the joint resolution, providing for the appointment 
of «a clerk to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, had been laid on the table, was laid on the 
table 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, then re- 
newed his motion that the rules be suspended, and 
that the Flouse resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole onthe state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA. 

So the House again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the chair.) 

Mr. PKESTON KING then rose and was 
recognized by the Chair, the floor having also 
been taken about the same time on the other side 
of the House by Mr. Hitxirrap, (who held it in 
continuation of the remarks commenced by him 
on a previous day.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the business be- 
fore the committee was the consideration of the 
resolution referring the various subjects of the 
President’s message to the several committees of 
the House, and that on that question the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Hictiarp] was entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said that he desired to 
send to the Chair a bill which he held in his hand, 
that it might be considered in committee in con- 
nection with the President’s message transmit- 
ting the constitution of California. And he moved 
to lay aside the consideration of the resolutions 
before the committee, with a view to take up the 
message of the President concerning California. 
[Mr. K. then sent the bill to the table. ] 

Mr. HILLIARD now claimed his right to the 

ue it to the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. P. Kine] or 
any other gentleman. ' 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Hittiarp] was entitled to the 
floor, and that the motion of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Kine] was out of order. 


floor, declaring that he would not 


ed by any member the question shall first be put in regard 
to them.” 


Some disorder and confusion followed, Mr. 
Kine insisting on his right to state the facts upon 
which he had taken the appeal, and that right 
being controverted and met by frequent interrup- 
tions and calls to order. At length Mr. K. made 


| his statement. 
committee should then rise, and the House ad- || 


The question on the appeal was then taken, 


and the committee sustained the decision of the 


| by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 


Chair. 

So Mr. HILLIARD proceeded with his speech. 
He said: 

Mr. Cuatrman: I rise, sir, to discuss the re- 
commendations of the President in relation to the 
government of the territory acquired from Mexico 
Ffis views 
are expressed with great frankness and directness, 
and they ought to be treated by us in the same 
spirit. That the course which the President 


| has thought proper to pursue towards the inhabit- 
/ants of that extensive and distant territory has 


' 





| *among the people of the United States. 


been adopted under a sense of duty, and that his 
recommendations to Congress respecting the future 
political condition of its people are prompted by 
patriotic motives, no one can doubt, however 
widely some may find it necessary to dissent from 
the policy which he advises. -It is his desire, to 
use his own language, ‘‘to afford to the wisdom 
‘and patriotism of Congress the opportunity of 
‘ avoiding occasions of bitter and angry dissensions 
” Hein- 
pores of that part of California 

acific have formed a plan of a 


forms us that the 
which lies on the 


State constitution, and will soon apply for admis- 


sion as a State, and he recommends that they shall 
be received, if their proposed constitution, when 
submitted to Congress, shall be found to be in 
compliance with the requisitions of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. He further recom- 
mends, that Congress shal! forbear to establish 
any government over that part of the territory 
which lies eastward of the new State of Cali- 
fornia, or over New Mexico, leaving to the people 
the privilege of governing themselves in the mean- 
while as they may deem best, and trusting the 
great question which now excites such painful 
sensations in the country to the silent effect of 
causes, which will settle it independent of the ac- 
tion of Congress. 

This is the policy which the President recom- 
mends to us, and he invokes in its support the 
wisdom and patriotism of Congress. Never at 


| any time have these qualities been in higher demand 


than they are at this moment; never has a parlia- 
mentary body had greater interests confided to it 
than those which to-day engage us; never have 
men acting for their country been appealed to by 
nobler considerations than those which address 
themselves to the Congress of the United States. 
Sir, I have bestowed upon this great question the 
most earnest reflection; | have studied it thorough- 
ly and with the most sincere respect for the mo- 
tives of the President and the best wishes for the 
success of his administration, I find it impossible 
to give my support to the policy which he rec- 
ommends. I shall discuss that policy with per- 
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fect freedom. I hope that the friends of th 
_ ident will ever merit the tribute paid 
the Britons: ‘* Ut parient non dum 
| They know how to respect power, 
know how to serve. 
The plan recommended by the President 
_ the great question which now excites such 
| dissensions throughout the country open ; at le 
| so far as the territory embraced within the boa - 
ary claimed by New Mexico and Deseret ig e,,, 
| cerned. I desire to settle the question—not a a 
| of the’ question, but the whole question—and 
| settle it completely. A partial settlement would 
| leave the great controversy still open; the agit 
tion would go on, and would prove fatal alike ; 
| the tranquil action of the Government and to the 
_ interests of the southern States. . 
The state of the country demands that the sy). 
ject should be disposed of by an adjustren: g, 
complete as to insure repose. Never since the 
moment when the Government was established has 
it been exposed to dangers such as now threaten 
it. In that great contest which grew up from the 
application of Missouri to enter the Union, anq 
| from the attempt which was then made to impone 
| on her a restriction affecting her domestic instity. 
tions, Mr. Jefferson wrote to a friend that he re. 
_ garded it as the most momentous question which 
had ever threatened the Union; and that in the 
darkest hour of the revolutionary struggle he had 
never felt such apprehensions as then oppressed 
him. The aspect of affairs is darker to-day than 
it was in the gloomiest hour of that contest. The 
whole strength of the North is put in array 
against the South, and it is announced as their sei. 
, Ued policy that slavery shall be confined to the 
limits which it now occupies in the United States. 
The North—the populous, teeming, powerful 
North—confident in its strength, forgetting the 
early struggle througb which it passed in common 
with the South; forgetting the spirit which ani- 
mated those who formed the Conatitution—a spirit 
| which existed when the South was the stronger 
'and the North the weaker party;—the North, 
planting itself upon what it.calls a great principle, 
announces its purpose to limit slavery henceforth 
and forever; to deny the South any share of the 
lately acquired territory, or in the acquisitions 
| which the Government of the United States may 
| hereafter make, whether by purchase, by conquest, 
| 
| 
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or by any other mode of annexation. A spirit 

| equally determined prevails at the South ; through- 

| out that entire region there exists a single purpose 
in regard to ibis thopensoed aggression, and that is, 

| to resist it to the last. 

| At this moment, then, sir, when the North and 

| 





the South thus confront each other—when the 
danger of collision is so great that men scarcely 
| know how long it can be averted,—when one of 
| the most experienced statesmen of the country, 
| whose Iong and brilliant career, affording him the 
| opportunity of taking part in all the great affairs 
of the Government for more than @ quarter of a 
| century, declared but the other day, in the Senate 
| chamber, that he rose every morning expecting to 
| hear of some public disaster growing out of this 
| alarming question,—at this moment, sir, we are 
| admonished by our regard for the welfare of the 
people of the United States to settle the question 
promptly, decidedly, and completely. 
To admit California, and to leave New Mexico 
and the country now known as Deseret without 
agreeing upon their forms of government, would 
merely shift the ground of the controversy. |i 
could not end it. Slavery excluded from Califor- 
nia by the constitution of that State would leave 
no field for any further exertion on the part of its 
enemies, but they would enjer upon the task of 
excluding it from the remaining territories, with 4 
zeal qdickened by their late success. The Pres- 
ident, in recommending delay, supposed that the 
softening influence of time would operate favor- 
ably on the question by restoring harmony to our 
councils, and reviving a patriotic spirit throughout 


| 


the country; while I can see no prospect of repose 
but in a prompt and complete adjustment of the 
source of our dissensions. 

If, sir, the tranquillity of the country ilemands a 
settlement of this alarming question, it is equally 
demanded by the interest of the slaveholding 
States. If we should admit California into the 
Union as a State, with the boundaries now claimed 
by its inhabitents, 


without receiving guarantees 
for the protection of our rights in other 


portions of 
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reg. the territories belonging to us, we should transfer Before entering upon the consideraffon of the | slaveholding and planting States, and the northern 
8 to tie seeptre of political power at once and forever proper mode of settling this controversy, I shall ex- | States, was to be preserved. We cannot now 
wu ito the hands of the enemies of our institutions, amine the relations which the North and the South || consent to abandon the ground which we have 
not and the slaveholding States would enter upon a respectively hold to it. And here I desire to say | held from the establishment of the Government. 
fxed, dreary, hopeless minority in the face of a that I shall not consent to argue this as a moral Any poligy which proposes now to lessen the se- 
ves crowing aggression which threatens our very ex-  question—this is no place for such discussi¢ns— | curity of our property—to shake the guarantees 
ery jstence. To-day we hold a balance in the Senate the questioa is purely a political one. This Gov- by which we enjoy it—to disturb the weight 
“ast ofthe United States, but theentrance ofanothernon-  erament was not established to regulate moral || which we hold in the Confederacy, will encoun- 
nd- siaveholding State into the Union would turn that questions, but to protect political rights. Nor \ ter on our part uncompromising opposition. ; 
on. balance against us. We shall never be stronger shall | appeal to the benevolent disposition of gen- This great question was revived upon the appli- 
lart chan we are to-day. So far as we can read thefu- tlemen to regard with favor the exposed condition | cation of Missouri to become a State of the Union. 
to ture, we Must expect the disproportion against us of our population. ; |The territory out of which that State was formed 
uld to grow. To-day, then, it is our duty to ascertain This yovernment has no power to interfere had been acquired from France by the influence of 
ita. ard fix the future policy of this Government. with our internal affairs; we feel no apprehension | the South. Under the northern policy, Louisiana 
to The time is come when the slaveholding States , as to intestine.commotions; we invoke in our be- | would have never been acquired; indeed, under 
the must throw up barriers against all future aggres- half no sentiments but those which ought to ani- || the influence of northern statesmen, a treaty was 
sons, unless they are ready to surrenderall weight | mate the equal representatives of -a free and a kin- | at one time nearly concluged, relinquishing the 
ub in the Confederacy of which they forma part,and dred people; we insist upon a great political right, | right to navigate the southern waters of the 
80 tumely submit to any policy which an overwhelm- | resting upon broad constitutional grounds. That || Mississippi. Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, 
the ing majority may Impose upon them. The time we shall maintain the right at whatever cost, I || with the aid of other statesmen who took the 
has is come not only to resist the mezsures which now . do not doubt. southern view of the question—who compre- 
ten threaten them, but to demand guarantees for their The verv question which now occupies us was | hended the importance of bringing that exten- 
the future protection. I repeat it, sir, we shall never | before the Convention which framed the Constitu- || sive region under our dominion, and especially 
nd be stronger than we are to-day, and we mustthere- tion. It engaged the attention of that great body | of securing the mouth of the Mississippi—under- 
ise fore settle to-day the interests of the great future | of wise and patriotic men; it was debated, it was | took and carried out the great measure which ac- 
tus which is opening before us. We are strong enough || referred to committees, it was the subject of long || quired for us that magnificent accession to our 
res now to repel the aggressions which threaten us, || and anxious sittings; and when it came to be dis- | wealth and our power. Yet, sir, when Missouri 
ch and to secure ample protection for our future safety posed of, the extreme views of neither party pre- || applied for admittance into the Union, the north- 
he if we have the spirit to press our demands. 'vailed, but a perfectly definite arrangement was | ern statesmen demanded that the South should be 
ad If | required anything to remind me ef my — entered into, and, that it might be perpetuated, it || excluded from all participation in the benefits of 
ed duty to the people I represent in this crisis, it was wrought into the very body of the Constitu- |! the acquisition which they bad made, and they 
an would be found in the letter of the honorable || tion | actually succeeded in subjecting the South to a i 
he gentleman from New York, who sits near me, | A great mind of our own times, the expiring || compromise, or rather a capitulation, which lim- 
ay {Mr. Duer,} lately addressed to the editor of an | gleams of which were seen in this hall, a mind || ited slavery within the parallel of thirty-six de- ; 
et influential journal published at the capital of his | whose sympathies were all with the enemies of | grees and a half north latitude in all the territory 4 
he State. That letter discloses the whole policy of || slavery, admitted that the slaveholding lords of the || acquired from France. 
's. the movement against the interests of the southern || South, as he styled them, demanded and secured | ‘Phat extensive region was at that time a slave- 
‘ul Siates; it insists that the aim of those who stek to || three provisions for their benefit, as conditions | holding region; yet this limitation of slavery was 
he exclude slavery from Deseret and New Mexico | upon which they assented to the Constitution— || demanded by the North, and the line of 36° 30’ 
- may be accomplished with perfect certainty by the || the apportionment of representatives so as to in- || was stretched across it, cutting off the South from 
Me admission of California into the Union at this | clude slaves in the estimate of population, the || a large share of the acquisition to which she had f 
mt time. It advises delay a8 to the territories, butitis | privilege of importing slaves for twenty years, || mainly contributed; and independent States, since 
er merely delay. ‘The honorable gentleman does not | and the stipulation to deliver up fugitives from || formed our of territory which was at that time ¢ 
h, conceal his purpose, but with a frankness whichis _ labor. . || open to slavery, have entered the Union to throw e 
é, creditable to him, he undertakes to persuade the || It will be observed, sir, that no power was as- || their weight against the interest and the policy of _ 
th impatient advocates of the Wilmot proviso that || serted by the Convention over slavery; they did || the slaveholding States. Yes, sir, the North ac- és 
he the true mode of accomplishing their object is to || not undertake to control it; on the contrary the | tually appropriated a large share of the territory : 
ns welcome California into the Union now, with her | slaveholding States then asserted, as they now || which Was acquired in the face of its policy; and 4 
y constitution excluding slavery, and to deal with | assert, that the right to hold slaves was independ- || to-day, when another aggression is attempted <3 
it, the territories hereafter. Sir, nothing can be wiser | ent of the Constitution. It is true there were pro- | against the rights and the honor of the southern . 
it than this; the conception is an admirable one; the || visions for the protection of the enjoyment of this || States, when the people of those States threaten to 3 
h- great Frederick, nor the still greater Napoleon, 1 right, the guarantee to suppress insurrection, and || resist the aggression, they are told that the mouth ; 
xe neither of these successful commanders could have || the stipulations to restore fugitives from labor; || of the Mississippi shall be wrested from their do- 
8, projected a more skillful plan for the campaign. || but the first of these is a power never likely to be || minion, and that its waters shall be ever free to the 
The gentleman comprehends that the question, as || invoked, and the second, although it was adopted || people of the North. The mouth of the Missis- 3 
d an entire question, is too formidable to bé disposed | withouta single dissenting voice, is to-day habitu- || sip pi—acquired by the genius and the policy of ‘ 
e of atonce. In overrunning the territories which he || ally disregarded. | southern statesmen—the mouth of the Missis- 
J would secure for northern dominion, he would take | The power to regulate imposts was given to \ sippi, emptymg its tribute in a far southern lati- 
; 


California first, and then throw his force into the | Congress; and lest that power should be exerted 
f remaining portions of the territory. to arrest the importation of slaves, it was restricted 
» For one, sir, | am for offering battle at once. I in its application to that traffic until the year 1808. 

am for staking everything upon a single field. We | Is it not clear, that but for these provisions of the 


/ tude—the mouth of the Mississippi is to be hed 
by the power of the North, even if these States 
should form themselves into separate Confedera- 
cies. I earnestly trust that the union of these 















a shall never be in better condition for contesting it || Constitution—provisions inserted to secure an in- || States will never be broken up; that the aggres- 
e than we are now; and if we are hereafter to strug- || crease of slaves to protect that property, and to || sions which threaten to destroy it may be ar- 
0 gle for a foothold in Deseret and New Mexico, I ! enable the southern States to maintain their bal- || rested, and that thé mighty waves of the floods 
s prefer to struggle for ascendency in California too, | ance in the Confederacy—that they would never |} which dash against it may be stilled by the hand 
° that we may bear our institutions with us to the || have come into the Union? Turn to the debates || mightier than the waters; but if a course of con- 
@ Pacific coast. | in convention, and you will find spread upon their || tinued wrong on the part of the North should 
a It is due, sir, to the President to say, that, in re- || pages ample proof of the determination of these || drive the people of the southern States into resist- 
commending the admittance of California and the | States never to ‘consent to the creation of a gov- || ance; if, unhappily, this Government should be 
0 withholding governments from the remaining || ernment that did not contain the most explicit pro- || rent asunder, you may rest assured, sir, the mouth 
it portions of the territory, he believed that the tran- | visions for the protection of their property, then || of the Mississippi will belong to the South. 
d quillity of the country would be preserved, and that | and thereafter. The pages of the Federalist afford Texas has been annexed to the United Siates; 
4 the interests of the southern States would be | the most unmistakable evidence of the same fact. || and one of the conditions of its admittance was, 
re secured. Recognizing the great popular right of | Alexander Hamilton, in advocating the adoption || that in such States as might be formed out of its 
e self-government in the inhabitants of the territories, || of the Constitution before the State convention of || tegritory north of the Missouri compromise line, 
3 and believing that the very large increase of || New York, etated that the provision enumerating || slavery should be prohibited. There was a ready 
f American population in California entitled it to || three-fifths of the slaves as the basis of represent- || disposition to recognize this compromise line, 
A admission asa State, he recommended the policy || ation, was insisted upon resolutely by the south- || when it was to be applied to a slaveholding terri- 
» to which I have adverted; but, sir, itis apparent |! ern States, and that but for this concession they tory. 
6 that the North will adopt only one part of the | would have refused to come into the Union. In Such, sir, is the history of the controversy 
. President’s policy. ‘They will consent to sustain || the grgat debate upon the admittance of Missouri, |) which grew up between the North and the South 
: his recommendations as to California, but they || one of the ablest advocates of the restrictive meas- || in regard to slavery, from the establishmentof the 
t advertise us in unmistakable terms that they go || ure which the North sought to impose upon that || Government up to the present moment. To-day 
@ with him no further. | State, [Mr. Serceant of Pennsylvania,| made the || we find ourselves once more confronted, and the 
e I shall then insist, sir, upon an immediate and || important admission, th t the right of the slave- relative attitude of the two sections is in perfect 
complete settlemeut of this whole question, and I || holding States to their property 1s paramount to | harmony with their past history. The North is 
a earnestly trust that the people of the whole south- || the Constitution itseli ; ‘i.at there is ‘no express || still advancing with its aggressions, more imperi- 
y ern country will insist on it; that they will hold || grant in the Constitution for limiting slavery upon | ous than it has ever been before; and the South, 
: the position they have taken; and that, mergi the admittance of new States; and that to preserve || now thoroughly aroused toa sense of danger as 
2 every other question in this, forgetting ali differ- || the balance of the States then and thereafter, the || well as of wrong, demands only an _——_ par- 
i ences, they will come up in this great struggle with || rule of three-fifths was adopted. | ticipation in our recentyacquisition. In turning to 
; the compactness of a Roman phabnies the re- Sir, let it be borne in mind that the balance be- || the history of our country, | look upon the course 





sistless tread of a Roman legion. 


tween the southern States which were ‘o continue || of the southern States with the highest satisfac- 
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concluded a treaty of peace which leaves us in pos- 


session of an extensive territory overrun by our | 


arms—a territory stretching from about the thirty- 
second to the forty-second parallel of north lati- 


tude—it is now demanded by the North that the | 


people of the slave-holding States shall be ex- 


cluded from any share in the acquisition, unless || 
they consent, in migrating thither, to abandon an || 
important part of their property, and to change | 
t is insisted by the | 


their whole habit of life. 
northern States that slavery shall be arrested, that 
it shall be extended no further in any direction, 


that itis to be forever hedged within its present | 


limits. This is your demand. 
You are, sir, acting upon Clarkson’s advice, 


who, not content with destroying the ptosperity | 
of the British West Indies, tendered his advice | 


to the Abolitionists of the United States. He 
wrote, ‘* You must either separate yourselves 
* from ali political connection with the South, and 
* make your own laws, or if you do not choose such 
‘a separation, you must break up the political 
‘ascendency which the southern have for so long 
‘atime had over the northern States.’’ You de- 
mand that the equipoise heretofore established 


between the northern and southern portions of the |) 
Union shall be destroyed; that from this time | 


forth there shall be, on the part of the slave- 
holding States, no participation in any of the 
acquisitions which this Republic may make. 


The whole action of the Government henceforth | 
is to be for your benefit; the fruits of our diplo- | 
macy, the triumphs of our arms, the outlay of our || 
wealth, the progress of our power, all are to be | 
yours, and we are to hold an inferior, dependent, | 
Either you denounce us as | 


abject relation to you. 
unworthy to associate with you as equal States, 


because of the immorality of our institutions, or | 
o seek to acquire over us a political advantage. | 
e can submit neither to the one relation nor the | 


other. If, with the spirit of the Pharisee, you lift 
up your hands, and thank God that you are better 
than we are; if, turning your backs upon a region 


cursed with slavery, you survey with complaceycy | 
your better heritage—we may submit with some | 


composare to the exhibit.on; but if, overlooking 
all evils at home—the crime, the wretchedness, the 


pauperism in your midst, you enter upon an itin- | 


erant search after moral disorders at a distance, 


compassing sea and Jand to bring the slaveholders || 
of the South under the influence of your fatal phi- | 
lanthropy; if, not content with hurling your anath- | 


emas against us, you bring the power of this Gov- 
ernment to the aid of your schemes, we shall take 
measures to convince you of our fixed purpose to 
repel aggressions upon our political rights. 

We, sir, have hitherto borne your assaults, 
your criticisms, your homilies—the tide of vulgar 
abuse which has for half a century poured forth 
against us from declaimers, newspaper writers, 


| ened can bring us no worse fate than this. 
| could hope to escape the physical deterioration 


a gradual but perfectly certain change in their or- 
ganic structure, or to resist the threatened en- 
croachment on their rights at every hazard. 

It is no imaginary wrong of which we complain 
—it is a colossal, overshadowing evil against 
which we contend. Our honor and our existence 
are alike involved in the issue. The cause which 
threatens to disturb our peace and plunge us into 
convulsions, may seem to you a slight one; but 
let me remind you that slight causes have given 
| rise to the fiercest and most desolating wars which 

history records. The ploughing up a few acres of 
sacred soil plunged the States of Greece into a san- 
|| guinary conflict; an attempt to collect ship-money 
shook the empire of England, drove Hampden to 
the field where he lost his life in one of the first bat~ 
tles ever fought for constitutional liberty, and 
brought the anointed head of a king to the block; 
| while a tax of a few cents on a pound of tea drove 
|, the British colonies into a war which broke the 
dominion of the British Government, and left them 
independent States. No, sir, itis no imaginary 
wrong of which we complain. Your act which 
excludes us from the territory of the United States 
decides a great principle against us; it involves'the 
very existence of the southern States. 

If we submit, we have examples before our 
eyes of the condition to which we shall be reduced. 
Irelend, luxuriant, fertile, degraded, starving Ire- 
land, is a picture of what we should be. With 
her representation in Parliament she constitutes 
nominally a portion of the British empire. Yet 
the policy of that empire degrades and ruins her. 
What, battle has been fought of late years by 
British arms where Irish blood has not been freely 
spilt, and where Irish valor has not contributed to 
win the day? In all the bloody fields of the Pen- 
insula, between the Pyrenees and the Alps, they 
bore the British ensign in triumph against the 
marshals of France; and at Waterloo they upheld 
it for Wellington against the magnificently stern 
' array which Napoleon mustered in person. But 
what has this done for Ireland? When her sons, 
unable longer to bear her degradation and her 
wretchedness, speak out for their country and de- 
nounce the power which oppresses and crushes 
her, they are torn from her bosom, and if they 
escape the scaffold they are sent into banishment 
manacled with felons. To-day every southern 
man walks erect, with conscious dignity; he sur- 
veys the whole country with patriotic pride; he 
sits in the council of the nation an equal among 
| equals. He can never consent to be degraded from 
| this position, to have the section from which he 
| comes placed under the ban of the Government, 
(and to have the os whom he represents 
| brought into an inferior relation to it. resist- 
| ance to the aggressions with which we are oe 

f we 


and pamphleteers; we have even submitted to bear |, which would’ certainly follow a submission to the 
the insulting resolutions of the Legislatures of co- || } olicy to which it is proposed to subject us, we 


— 
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instructed a committee of this House to report a 
bill containing it. You profess to derive your 
power over the subject from the Constitution, and 
many of you rest it upon the’second clause of the 
third section of the fourth article, which declares, 
** Titat Congress shall have power to dispose of 
‘and make all needful rules and regulations re. 
‘ specting the territory or other property belonging 
‘to the United States;’? but has it never occurred 
to you that the very same clause proceeds to de- 
clare, ‘* And nothing in this Constitution shall be 
‘so construed as to prejudice any claims of the 
‘United States or of any particular State.” If you 
construe this restriction upon the power of Con- 
— so as to make it apply to the interests of the 

tates in the mere property of the United States 
or its proceeds, you must at the same time 
admit, that the first part of the clause grants no 
greater jurisdiction than the control of the prop- 
erty, and confers no political power. In other 
words, if you derive the power of Congress to 
govern the territories. from the clause we are now 
considering, you must take the latter part of the 
clause as a restriction upon the grant of power. 
It is much to be doubted whether you have the 
right to govern the territories of the United States 
to any greater extent than to legislate for the benefit 
of the public property. 

By referring to the debates in convention upon 
the adoption of the Constitution, yeu will find that 
a proposition was brought forward to give Con- 
gress power to create governments for the people 
of the territories of the United States; before the 
proposition came to be acted on, it was modified, 
and the clause to which I have referred is the pro- 
vision to which the convention agreed. 

Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, in his speech 
upon the Missouri question, to which | have 
already referred, says, certainly no power to legis- 
late against the interest of any State, even before 
the Territories are admitted as States, was con- 
ferred by the convention upon Congress. Mr. 
Pinckney, it will be remembered, was a member 
of the Convention, and he does not hesitate to 
give the opinion which I have stated. 

{ shall frankly declare for myself I prefer to 
settle this question by adopting the Missouri com- 
promise line in the sense in which it was origt- 
nally applied to the territory acquired from 
France; it- is a marked line—it has the force of 
precedent—a certain moral power attaches to it, 
and it is supposed to limit the northern boundary, 
beyond which the natural products which employ 
slave labor profitably cannot pass. j 

Let that line be stretched to the Pacific, and let 
the stormy debates and the angry dissensions 
which now shake the Government, sink into the 
bosom of that broad ocean. This will give the 
North much the larger share of the territory—the 
whole acquisition being about five hundred and 
twenty-six thousand and seventy-eight square 
miles. The parallel of thirty-six degrees and 4 


> Sens —— ee = 
tion. ‘They have stood by the Constitution in the | ordinate @ates; we have borne the agitation of the || should sink intoa moral degradation far w... = 
noblest spirit; they have borne the pressure of the | slavery question, when that very agitation is as || The scholar who approaches Athens from ben palf 
Government; they have witnessed the steady de- | clear though not as grossa violation of our right || forgets her orators, “ poets, and all the tio . 
; cline of their commercial prosperity; they have | to hold slaves as to have them taken out of our || glory of her once unrivaled architecture ond fo 
seen their emporiums languish, and their ships | possession, for it must be acknowledged that there fie eye upon the tomb of Themistocles,. In a a 
decay; yet, under all this adverse fortune, they || isa mere difference of degree between having a || ing a glance upon the sea and the land, ever thie, “ 
4 have stood by the country; they have asked no | right questioned and assaulted and having it || is forgotten but the battles of freedom whit, an a 
legislation -for their benefit; they have poured | wrested away; we have borne the constant eva- || secrated every spot the eye takes in. The ile - 
their wealth into your treasury; they have seen it | sion of the constitutional provision to surrender || trious people who once dwelt there, holding s| nid a 
scattered without stint in other parts of the Con- | fugitives from labor,—all, all this we have borne; || as we do, maintained their national existence i. 
federacy; yet, with a patriotism unchilled by time, | but your demand now to appropriate the entire |) preserving a spirit which resisted all attempts ie 
and undiminished by wrong, they have stood by | territory acquired from Mexico at the close of a || invasion. The southern States can maintain th rm . 
the country; they have sent their sons to fight | national war in which the whole country partici- || position in the Union only by cultivating a spir, ~ 
your battles, and they have rejoiced in your pros- | pated, the declaration of your fixed purpose to |} which makes their people stand ready to defend ” 
perity. I may well say this; for upon entering || Cin down the slaveholding States within their | their equal claim to the benefits of the Govern for 
Congress in the winter of 1845, 1 found the Gov- | present limits, has aroused a spirit which you will || ment against every assault. . he 
-erument engaged in, an angry discussion with | find it no easy task to subdue. Survey, sir, the In settling this great question, then, I shall insigt 
Great Britain respecting Oregon, a remote north- 1 whole extent cf that wide-spread region beginning || upon a recognition of our right to a full particina. Le 
western territory, in which the South could have || at the Potomac, which rolls its waters in our view, || tion in the late acquisition of territory. I do “A f 
no possible interest beyond the common interest |, to the almost tropical plains of southern Texas, || care to measure exactly the extent of territory and ‘ 
which we all feel in maintaining the rights and the || and you will see signs which may well fix your |/ divide acres with precision, but the principle must 7 
honor of the nation. Yet [ unhesitatingly expressed | attention; One feeling, one purpose, one spirit || be admitted, the great principle that, in the division ri 
my determination to assert the claim of the United || moves the entire mass of awakened and indignant || of the property of the United States and in the ip 
Siates, and to maintain it at whatever cost. Other | freemen. You may almost hear the tones in || enjoyment of political rights, the people of the - 
southern gentlemen did the same thing; and it isa |, which they announce their solemn purpose, not || slaveholding States hold a perfect equality. As i 
fact, perhaps not generally known, that the bill | only to resist your threatened encroachments, but || to the Wilmot proviso, sir, Pao not fear its appli. t 
raising men and providing supplies for the war |, to demand guarantees for their future safety. cation to the territory; the truth is you have no t 
with Mexico was originally iniended to prepare || If it be your settled policy to deny the slave- |} right to adopt it and you have no power to enforce § 
the country for a contest with Great Britain. | holding States any participation in the territory || it. But I should be unjust to the gentlemen from e 
What are our relations to-day? Having just | now belonging to us, or hereafter to belong to us, || the non-slaveholding States if I did not express my | 
emerged from a war with Mexico, in which the || then the time is come when the southern States || gratification at the manly course of those who a : 
South bore its part well, to say no more; and having || must decide a grave question—either to submit to || few days since voted down the resolution which ¢ 
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if stretched across it, would leave the North in 
ssion of three hundred and thirty-seven thou- 
three hundred and fifty-five square miles, and 
gould leave the South one hundred and eighty- 

ht thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight 
woot miles, making an excess in favor of the 
North of about one hundred and fifty thousand 
square miles. a , 

But | do not care for this. I wish to settle the 
gestion, and I wish to settle it upon such terms 
gs will relieve the southern States from the ban of 
the Government, and secure a recognition of their 
"hen it was proposed last winter to admit Cali- 
fornia as a State, authorizing the inhabitants then 
ihere to form a constitution with that object, I op- 

sed it. 1 stood ready to recognize the right of the 

ople to provide a government for themselves; but 
| was unwilling to subject the vast territory to the 
irisdiction of the inhabitasts then there. I Leliev- 
ait would result in the sacrifice of the substantial 
hts of the southern people. A regiment raised 
in the interior of New York, for the express pur- 
nose of colonizing California, had been sent out by 
ihe late Secretary of War, and was disbanded 
there. I could not doubt their decision in regard 
o slavery. I was unwilling, too, that the new 
State should embrace within its limits the whole 
extent of the Pacific coast, and I insisted upon a 

lan of settlement which would allow the people 
of the slaveholding States the opportunity of 
colonizing that country. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, that you, together with 
the present Speaker of the House, and several 
other distinguished gentlemen on both sides of the 
chamber, did favor the bill which was brought 
forward by the present Secretary of the Navy, 
who was at that time a member of this House. 
Others planted themselves upon the ground as- 
sumed by General Cass, who thought it best to 
leave the people in the full enjoyment of the 
rights of self-government. I know that a great 
change has taken place in the numbers and char- 
acter of the population now there, but I still insist 
if California is to come into the Union, let the 
State be admitted with the Missouri compromise 
line for its southern boundary, and let us settle the 
whole question upon that line, or let us have some 
other equivalent, which recognizes the right of a 
slaveholding people to divide the territory, and to 
reside there in the enjoyment of their property. 
As to the fact that the people of the territory of 
California have thought proper to adopt a State 
constitution in advance of any preliminary action 
on the part of Congress, | do not regard that as a 
very serious obstacle." An act on our part now 
admitting the State, would relate back to the ori- 
ginal proceeding, and would legalize it. Sucha 
course on i would not be without late pre- 
cedents in its favor. 

As to the provision of the constitution in respect 
to slavery, | suppose no one would desire to make 
that a subject of debate here, and least of all will 
any southern mati consent to let the question of 
the admittance of the State turn upon that point. 
The right of the people creating a State govern- 
ment to determine that question for themselves, is 
perfectly clear, and for one I shall never consent to 
have it questioned, 

And here, sir, allow me to say, that I have 
heard, with profound regret, the remarks which 
have been made by some gentlemen on this floor 
in regard to the course which the President has 
thought proper to pursue towards the inhabitants 
of California. His patriotism needs no vindica- 
tion here; it is attested by a long career in the 
public service, and it has been illustrated upon hard- 
fought fields, where the great ensign of the Repub- 
lic floating above him caught new lustre from his 
achievements. Such assaults cannot harm him. 

hey are powerless—and it will yet be found that 
his hold upon the confidence and affection of his 
country cannot be shaken. He thought it best to 
encourage the people of California to prepere a 
State government, but he did not for a moment at- 
tempt to interfere with the freest exercise of the 
rights of the citizens in fixing the character of that 
government. 

In deciding the great question which is before 
us, let party be forgotten, and let us remember 
curcountry, Leet us settle this great controversy 
which colle threatens to overthrow the noblest 
Government upon which the sun has ever shone. 
It is fall of danger. Gentlemen may not be 
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enabled to realize it, but the controversy.is full of i Suffolk county, New York, in favor of two cents on prepaid 
danger. It is stated in a late British magazine || letters. 


: | By Mr. BEALE: The petition of James H. Brown and 
that the Government of that powerful empire was, || others, praying the reduction on the pasta on tll tethers to 
in April, 1848, in great danger of being over- || wo cents per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on 
thrown; that if out of the six thousand soldiers | the Post Office and Post Roads. 
who at that time mustered in the metropolis, one | |, pene nee. oe ve od sett, = ad cee 

s ute from Gilmore Court- House 
half of the number had gone over to the people, | t Ritchie Court- House, all in the State of Virginia. 
the Government would have gone down. By Mr. MOORE: The petition from citizens of the North- 
The events df an hour may destroy the noblest | ern Liberties, Philadelphia, for og postage; which was 
fabrics. The oak, through whose branches the | a to the Committee on the Post Off 
tempest has swept for a century, yields up its | By Mr. WALDO: The petition of E. W. Canington, Esq. 
strength to a single flash of the lightning. I de- | 
sire, most earnestly desire, to save the Union. || 


and others, legal voters of the town of Farmington, Connec- 
Those of us who contend for the rights of the | 


ticut, asking for a reduced and uniform system of postage. 
|| Roads. 


Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
South must not be charged with treason against it. || By Mr. ROBBINS: The memorial, signed by James Hol- 
We are the true friends of the Union; but we de- | lahan, General George Cadwalader, and 496 other citizens 
sire to maintain the Government in its purity. |) and seamen of Pennsylvania, asking that the same rewards 
We cannot submit to the tranquillity which a des- || rons that Congress has granted to persons serving in the 
potism would impose. We hold that political || army or marine corps in Mexico. Referred to the Commit- 
truth is like revealed truth—let it first be “ pure, |, tee on Military Affairs. 
then peaceable 9 | FE 7? SPRAGUE: A petition for cheap postage, from 
° os < eis : . I. House and other citizens of Paw Paw, Michigan. 

Deal with us justly, meet us in the spirit which Also, a petition from H. 8. Hurd and other ciuzens of 
animated the men who sat side by side in the con- | Union City, Michigan. 
vention which established the Constitution.under ly Also, a eee John C. Ball and 235 citizens of 

i ive: i : é onia county, Michigan. 
— we ith tm fell “eas kindred peoples Also, a petition from H. Condict and other citizens of 
admit our Claims to a full participation in the ben- || adrian, Micbigan. All referred to the Committee on the 
efits of a common government; legislate for this || Post Office and Post Roads. 
whole country as yourcountry inall its amplitude, By Mr. aan the —— * oe 8. —* 

* : : praving Indemnity for losses sustained in the war o Siz. 

and you will find ue ready to 5° on with you in By Mr. DURKEE: A petition of the citizens of the State 
the great future which opens before us, prepared of Wisconsin, praying for the establishment of a mail route 
to share your fortunes, for good or for evil, through | 
all the vicissitudes which it may bring—** 4nimis, | 


consin, in relation to ceding the public lands to the States 
versy, I am sure that I may say, while the people || consin, relative ic « donation of the military reserve land 


from Sheboygan Falls to Fond du Lae. 
Also, a resolution of the Legislature of the State of Wis- 
: > 99 
opibusque paratt. ‘ in which they lie, on certain conditions. 
As we now stand, confronted in angry contro- Also, a resolution of the Legislavure of the State of Wis- 
I represent will contribute everything to maintain || 2t Fort Winnebago, to aid in the construction of a peneten- 
|| tiary. 


ce and Post 


be granted to seamen serving in the Gulf and Pacific squad- - 


8 


the Government in its just and equal action, ney || 
| 


will never submit to acts of oppression; they wi 
give wealth and life itself to maintain your power 


and defend your honor, but as one man they will | 


adopt the language of one of the most distinguished 
statesmen of South Carolina, no longer living,— 
‘‘ Millions for defence, not a cent for tribute.” 


At the close of his remarks, Mr. H. gave notice | 
of his intention to offer an amendment to the || 


resolution, proposing to refer that portion of 
the message relating to the territories, so as to in- 
struct the Committee on Territories to report a 


bill for the protection of the citizens of the United | 
States in their property, of whatever description, | 
in the territories acquired from Mexico by the | 


treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo. 


Mr. FITCH obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee during the hour—yielding the floor | 
for purposes of explanation or inquiry, to Messrs. 


Brown, of Mississippi, and Ciineman. [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. F. having concluded, the floor was as- 
signed to 


Mr. ROOT, who yielded toa motion that the | 


committee rise. 


Also, a petition of the citizens of Dodge county, in the 


| State of Wisconsin, praying for the establishment of a Ter- 


ritorial Government in California. 
Also, a petition of the citizens of Racine, in the State of 
Wisconsin, praying for an appropriation for the completion 


| of the harbor at that place. 


By Mr. BURT: The memorial of the citizens of the State 
of South Carolina, praying for the establishinent of a mail 
route from Graham’s ‘Turnout to Lott's. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Edgefield District in the 
State of South Carolina, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from Richardson’s to Lodi. ; 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Lexington and Newbery 


|| Districts, in the State of South Carolina, praying for the es- 
| tablishment of a mail route from Lexington court house to 


Newberry court house. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Henry Grew and 
one hundred other citizens of Philadelphia, asking for a uni- 
form rate of postage on prepaid letters; also anothé® of a 


| similar character from Samuel Murphy and others of Phila- 


delphia. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of the surviving execu- 
tor and heirs of Robert McCandless, deceased, praying in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800, 

By Mr. REED: The petition of the faculty and students 
of Jefferson College, Pennsylvania, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Morgan 


, county, Missouri, praying the establishment of a mail route 


from Versailles to Erie in said State. 
Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the State of 
Missouri on the subject of a geological survey of said State. 


; : || Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A motion to that effect having been made and | By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of J. 8. Bosworth and 
agreed to, the committee rose. And the House || ¢9 others, citizens of Ridgeway, county of Orleans, New 
adjourned. | York, asking Congress to establish the rate of postage on 
prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of many citizens of Vir- 
ginia to establish four beacons on the James river in that 
State. 
| By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Joshua Gray, J. L. Ben- 
nett, and other citizens of Geneva, New York, praying for 
the repeal of the law granting a patent to William Wood- 
worth, for planing-machine. 

Also, the petition of George Bull, John Mosher and others 
of Ontario county, New York, praying for reduction o 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented un- 
der the rule and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of F. Wadsworth, 
president, E. N. Sill, secretary, and B, Booth, Harvey Bald- 
win, John Hawford, and T. D. Miller, directors of the Port- 
age County Mutual Fire Insurance Company, praying the 
reduction of postage to two cents per half ounce on all pre- 
paid letters. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office | postage. 
and Post Roads. Also, the petition of Luther Shepard, Ira Pixley and 170 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of William Darling and | others, citizens of Ontario county, New York, praying for 
other citizens of Reading, Pennsylvania, for cheap postage. | reduction of postage. 

Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. |. Also, the petition of William Goodell, Daniel Short and 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of E. M. Davis, and | others, of Richmond, Ontario county, New York, praying 
188 other citizens of Philadelphia, asking for the reduction | for reduction of postage. - 
of postage to the uniform rate of two and a half cents on all By Mr. A. G. BROWN: The petition of Douglass H. 
prepaid letters. Referred to the Committee on the Post | Cooper and others, late commissioned officers in the war 
Office and Post Roads. . || with Mexico, praying bounty lands. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: A memorial, By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of J. Roberts and 100 
po coe by Merrett Parker, and two other soldiers of the war | citizens of Norristown, Pennsylvania, in favor of cheap 
of -1812, praying an appropriation of land for such services | postage. , 
to the soldiers of that war. Referred to the Committee on | By Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of Richard Robin- 
the Public Lands. | son, of Dutchess county, New York, praying for relief for 

Also, a memorial signed by J.C. Thau and 38 other citi- | wounds received in the naval service, in the war of 1812-13 
zens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, for the establishment | and "14. 
of a mail route from Lewistown, Clarion county, viaGreen- || Also, the Memorial for the removal of rocks from Huri 
ville Village to Clarion. Referred to the Committee on the | Gate channel, signed by William Halsey & Co. and others, 
Post Office and Post Roads. | of New York. 

Also, a memorial signed by J. L. McLane and 36 other By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of L, 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying fer ah alteration of the | Bailey and 18 others, of Medway, Massachusetts, praying 
tariff laws of the Commonwealth. Referred to the Com- for cheap postage. 
mittee of Ways and Means. Also, the petition of Amasa Daniels and others, of Med- 

By Mr. JOHN A. KING: The petition from the city of | way, Massachusetts, for the same ye 
Brooklyn, for increased mail facilities between New York Also, the petition of George F. Walker and 11 others, 
and San Francisco. students in Holliston Academy, in Holliston, Massachusetts, 


Also, a petition from sundry inhabitants of Riverheart, for the same object, 
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Also, the petition of J. W. Seward and 53 others, who 
are officers, teachers, or pupils in the Beward Seminary, 
Rochester, New York, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Henry W. Bartlett and 48 others, 
comb toakers, in Holliston, Massachusetts, praying for the 
same object. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Ide and 55 others, of Medway, 
Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Jonah Babcock and 18 others, in- 
habitants of Milton, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Ales, the petition of E. Littell and 55 others, inhabitants 
of Brookline, Massachusetis, for the same object. 

Ky Mr. ROBBINS: _A memorial signed by Thomas J. 
Ferth, J. Londenslager and 22 other merchants and citizens 
of Pennsylvania, asking for the construction of a harbor on 
the eastern side of Reedy Island, in the river Delaware. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of A. F. Taylor and 62 
other citizens of Chautauque county,*New York, praying 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at 
two centa per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition from Aaron Hinch- 
man, Eeq. and 37 other citizens of Salem, Ohio, for land 
limitation and freedom of the public lands. 

Also, from Allen 8. Way and 26 others, and from Samuel 
Heaton and 13 others, of Cold Spring, Ohio, on the same 
subject. 

ay Mr. JACKSON: The petition of Augustus Van Bu- 
ren, Charles C. Shepherd and 180 others, citizens of Yates 
county, New York. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Samuel How, Spencer 
Hildreth and other citizens of Ontario county, New York, 
praying forthe repeal of the law granting a patent to Wil- 
liam Woodworth for planing-machine. 

By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of Henderson, Fergus- 
son & Gibson, for indemnity for French spoliations. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of W. R. Kibbee, Esq. 
and 50 others, electors of the town of Somers, Connecticut, 
for a uniform rate of postage. 

Also, the petition of W. Woodworth and 35 others, elec- 
tors of the town of Berlin, Connecticut, for a uniform rate 


of stage. 

by Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The petition of Henry Heud- 
schey, of the adoption of certain propositions for the pro- 
t ction and regulation of mineral lands in California. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 14, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 

uestion in order to be the motion to refer the 
Presiden’s message, and the constitution of the 
State of California, and other accompanying doc- 
uments; to which 

Mr. FOOTE had moved an amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have a word 
or two to say with the permission of the Senate, 
on a matter personal to myself, although it is not 
of any very great importance. I now ask the 
stenographer to take down what I say. 

especially requested the reporter to bring to 
me the remarks which I made during the course 
of Mr. Hovsron’s speech on Friday. I never 
saw them, however, until this morning; and I am 
certainly represented as saying what I did not in- 
tend to say,and what | never did say in any 
sense implying gratitude. The passage to whic 
I refer is this: 

“Mr. Houston, I can assure the gentleman that | have 
no wish to detract from South Carolina, and if he thinks I 
intended anything personal to any gentleman who inhabits 
South Carolina, [ will correct him by disclaiming it.” 

«Mr. Burier, (in bis seat.) ‘Thank you.” 

Mr. BUTLER continued. Here I am repre- 
sented as profoundly thanking the gentleman for 
what he said. Some remark may have escaped 
me in my seat, and if the one attributed to me, it 
was entirely ironical. I never said that I was 
under any obligation to the Senator from Texas. 
I say this much in justice to myself, and hereafter 
if Ll choose to allude to his remarks, [ shall: do it 
in perfect good humor,and more in the tone of 
ridicule than in the spirit of anger. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I move to 
lay the pending question upon the table for the 
present. 

Mr. BENTON. Sir, this is a measure of great 
moment. It is desirable that we should proceed 
to action upon it. I desire to know how long the 
Senator from North Carolina desires it to lie on 
the table, 

Mr. BADGER. Only for the present, until we 
can have an opportunity to go through with our 
ordinary morning business, 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with statements of contracts authorized by that 
Department; of payments for the discharge of 
miscellaneous claims; and of an pea from 
the marine hospital fund for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamep; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and the motion to print was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 
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‘MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- 
| rial of R. Bissell, for self and the heirs of Na- 
thaniel C. Bissell, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was laid on the 
table. 


| North Carolina, praying Congress to make an ap- 


morialists represent are falling into decay, and un- 
less they are repaired they will not only be useless, 
but positively mischjevous to the navigation. They 
pray also for the erection of a sea-wall, for the pur- 
pers of aiding in the improvement of the river. 
ay I be permitted to say to the committee who 
| will have charge of this memorial, that I hope they 
| will give it the consideration which belongs intrin- 
sically to the subject itself, which is so deeply in- 
| teresting to the commercial prosperity of this rap- 
| idly rising town. If they pay any regard to that 
principle of equality which my fiiend from Geor- 
gia so strongly laid down tHe other day, it cannot 
be that such an application from my State will not 
| reteive prompt and cheerful acquiescence on the 
| part of the committee to which it may be referred. 
| I move tkat it be referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce. 
| The motion was agreed to. 


| THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
| Mr. DAYTON. 





erted for the suppression of the African slave 
trade, and particularly that its, influence may be 
exerted through the formation of treaties with all 


j 
| 
} 


} 


| ing instructions to all our ministers at foreign 
| Courts that they may endeavor, as far as lies in 
| their power, to prevent the extension of this evil. 
| There are, Mr. President, many facts connected 
| with this subject which are matters of interest, and 
| which go to show that, so far from this trade 
having been suppressed, it is greatly on the in- 
‘crease. There are remarks which‘apply particu- 
| larly to the Spanish colonies, to Brazil, and to the 
| Portuguese colonies, and there are some facts on 

this subject, which have been developed within the 
| last year or two, distressing and heart-sickening 
| in their character. Those treaty stipulations into 
| which we have entered seem thus far to have failed 
ina great degree in bringing about the ends for 
| which they were designed; and they request such 
further and other peaceable interference, if it be 
within the power of this Government, as may be 
| instrumental in bringing this slave-trade to an end. 
| These memorialists are here, and are the representa- 
tives of u large meeting of the Society of Friends 
at Philadelphia—a body of citizens remarkable for 
intelligence and great moral worth. 

Without having any desire to agitate the ques- 
tion of domestic slavery, this memorial only asks 
for the interference of the Government so far as it 
may have power to interfere in the suppression of 
the African slave trade. 

While I am on the floor, I would say that this 
memorial has been delivered to me by a committee 
representing this annual meeting, and while doing 
| so they were anxious in their inquiries as to the 
| presentation of a certain memorial which was 
| presented to this body on a recent occasion asking 
| for a dissolution of the Union, and which was un- 
derstood as coming from the Society of Friends, 
or certain members of it. They desire me to dis- 
| claim, in the most distinct language, any partici- 
| pation in this matter, or any disposition on the 
part of the Society of Friends to say anything of 
that kind. They say that they know and appre- 
ciate too well the benefits and privileges conferred 
by and enjoyed under this Government, (especial- 
ly in regard to that religious toleration which is 
given alike to all denominations,) ever to desire 
the dissolution of this Union; and they disclaim 
on the part of Matsociety any indulgence in such 
feelings or ideas. They have also requested mer 
to state that if any such memorial as that referred 
| to has been presented here, and represented or un- 
derstood to have come from any portion of their 
society, it can only have come from individuals en- 
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Mr. BADGER. I am intrusted with a memo- | 
rial numerously signed by citizensof Wilmington, | 


| propriation for the purpose of repairing certain | 
works heretofore erected on Cape Fear river for | 
the improvement of its navigation, which the me- || 


I am charged with the pre- | 
| sentation of a memorial from certain representa- || 

tives of the Society of Friends in New Jersey, | 
| Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland, asking |) 
| that the influence of this Government may be ex- || 


| foreign nations concerned in its traffic, and in giv- | 


zon, 
tertaining peculiar notions, and not fro = 

in~ its collective capacity. But this cane? 
| Fepresenting as they do this large meeting o one 
| very numerous and influential class of citi... 
utterly repudiate all such ideas as thos oe 
| 





in teat memetial. © Contained 
hile I am on the floor, perhaps I 

mitted to correct (what 5 ies net ie the eae 
doing) the report of a rernark which was made | 

me a few days ago while speaking upon the ies 

ject of the admission of these anti-slavery »,.. 
tions. It will be recollected that one o a 
/memorials (coming from the South) was 
|| sented a few days ago, by the Senator from 
| Carolina, and was received by the Sen 
| 


the habit of 


these 
re. 
North 


. 7 ae ate, 
think that that memorial was within the rule ¢ 


past practice of the Senate, and the motion to re 
ceive should have been laid on the table. | had 
voted on the motion of the Senator from Noy 
York, [Mr. Sewarp,] that the motion to receive 


| 


| r 
| . 
1 

1} 


| 


| 


| the petition which he presented should lie on th, 
| table, in conformity with the uniform usage whic} 

has prevailed in the Senate ever since | have had 
|| the honor of a seat here, and for a long time je. 
|| fore; but I said, if our friends from the South in, 
|| troduced these memorials and voted for thei: 
|| reception, | must hereafter apply the same rule 
| or usage to them which was applied to us, 4) 
|| must be admitted, or all rejected. 1 did not say 
(| that I would stand on this floor and sustain the 
| usage and practice of the Senate, while southery 
'| gentlemen, in reference to their own memorials, 
|! repudiate it. On the contrary, I said directly the 
reverse. I said that the same rule which the 
South had applied in receiving a southern mempo- 
| rial should be applied, and I would apply it here. 
after, to memorials from the South as well as the 
North; that they, and not me, have first repy 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
'| diated the past usage of the Senate. 

1 now move that this petition be received, and 
|| that it be referred to the Committee on Foreigi 
|| Relations. 

| Mr. HALE. I wish to ask the honorable Sey. 
|| tor from New Jersey to what he refers when he 
|| disclaims, on the part of the Society of Friends, 
the petition which he said was presented here, 


i 


-and represented as cOming from the Society of 

Friends. To what does he refer? 

| Mr. DAYTON. I referred to the petition pray- 
ing for a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. HALE. Presented by whom? 

| Mr. DAYTON. By the Senator from New 

| Hampshire. 

| Mr. HALE. Sir, I presented no such petition. 

|| No, sir, the petition that I presented said nothing 
| about **Friends.”? The petition on the face of it 

| said nothing about Friends. I said nothing at all 
| about Friends, sir. I said that the petition came 
| from citizens of Pennsylvania and Delaware. | 
was asked, either by the Senator from Alabama 
| or by the Senator from Virginia, to send the letter 
in which the petition was enclosed to the table 
that it might be read. It was sent to the table and 
read, and appeared to be written in the language 
usually made use of by Friends—*‘thee,’’ “thou,” 
and *thine’—a more grammatical way, by the 
by, of using the language than is commonly used 
in the Senate. That is all I know about the peti- 
tion. I said nothing by which it could be inferred 
that it came from Friends. 

Mr. DAYTON. 1 did not say that the honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire said any thing 
about its coming from Friends. 

Mr. HALE. You said it purported to come 
from Friends. roe 

Mr. DAYTON. I did not say the petition said 
so, but in connection with the petition a paper was 
sent to the table in which the words “ thee” and 
‘‘thou’’ are used, and I think it states the fact 
that these signatures were procured at the late 








quarterly meeting of Friends, althou h I cannot 
owever, tt 
went into the newspapers that this was a petition 
or memorial of Friends, and that is what hurt the 
sensibility of the gentlemen who are on here rep- 
resenting the large namber of the Friends congre- 
gated in Philadelphia. . 

Mr. KING. I have all along believed thet 
what is now stated by the honorable Senator from 
New Jersey is true, that the Society of Friends 
would never lend themselves to such a measure 8 
is proposed by the petition presented by “i ne 
by the 


orable Senator from New Hampshire. 
denounced at the time it was presented 


be certain as to the phraseology. 
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~ able Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srur- 
oe Every Senator here believed, from the 
c rks made when it was presented, that it was 
ended to be represented as a memorial from the 
societY of Friends, till my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania said it was, and must be a forgery, because 
the Society of Friends, of whom he spoke in com- 

jmentary terms, never would lend themselves to 
such an act. r t 

With regard to this memorial, I can only say 
ihat | am disposed to go as far as any man to put 

» end to this odious traffic in African slaves. 
That, | understand, is the object of the memorial. 

Mr. DAYTON. ‘That is the whole extent. 

Mr. KING. I thought that when we had declar- 
od the traffic piracy—going further than had ever 
been done before—and that those who were en- 

din it were pirates, and should be punished 
ss such, we had gone to the very limits 10 which 
ye could go as a Government in order to prevent 
shat traffic. Butin addition, in order to enforce 
ihe act declaring it to be piracy, we authorized our 
Government, bya stipulation contained in a treaty 
yith a foreign nation, to put an end to this traffic, 
and it has involved us in considerable difficulty. 
Jam sorry that our action to suppress the traffic 
has not been independent, and that it was connect- 
ed with that of any other Government; but so it 
ig,and what more can we do? We have declared 
it piracy s and we have authorized and required our 
Government to employ a certain number of ships 
and seamen on the coast of Africa during the 
whole year, even in the most unhealthy seasons, 
in order to put down the traffic. Is there a man 
who believes that one of these slaves is brought 
tothe United States? Not one. There has not 
been more than one instance, since the period 
when it was declared illegal to bring in African 
slaves, that it was suspected that there was a vio- 
lation of the law prohibiting the traffic, and that 
arose, as I understand, on the transfer of Florida. 
Previous to the transfer of Florida, the Indian 
agent of the Creek nation was suspected of being 
imerested in having some slaves brought in. 
What was the consequence? He was dismissed, 
promptly dismissed by the Government, and a 
prosecution was brought against those who were 
instrumental in bringing in the slaves. 

Vir. DAWSON. They were introduced into, 
Florida when the territory belonged to Spain, and 
not after it belonged to the United States. 

Mr. KING. [am aware of that. I stated that 
about the time the transfer was to be made, the 
slaves were brought in while the territory was 
under the Spanish flag, but introduced into a por- 
tion of our own country in consequence of the 
connivance, it is supposed, of the Indian agent. 
Whether true or not, he was dismissed, and every 
man engaged in the act was punished. Now, I 
ask my honorable friend from New Jersey what 
he proposes by sending this memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations? Do we wish to 
make any further treaty stipulations? I regret that 
we ever made any, and that we did not act on our 
own sense of what is right and proper, and en- 
deavor by our own power to put down this infa- 
mous traffic. If it is necessary to increase the 
force beyond what was contemplated by treaty 
stipulations, it may be proper to send this to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. We have evi- 
dence that this traffic is carried on through Brazil 
by Portuguese vessels and by vessels of the United 
Siates. | am sorry to understand from our late 
minister, Mr. Wise, that there is a system carried 
on, north of this place, of building ships that go 
out to the coast of Africa, with a view to be trans- 
ferred under the American flag, and, with two sets 
of papers, ship off slaves. Can that be put down 
by the Committee on Foreign Relations? Has 
that committee anything to do with the building of 
ships to be thus transferred ? If this matter should 


° to any committee, I think it should go to the, 


mmittee on Commerce, in order that some Sh 
may be devised to prevent the building of these 
ships and getting American registers. owever, 
hope the gentleman will content ‘himself with 
paying every possible attention to the wishes of 
these benevolent men, the Friends or Quakers, for 
whom | entertain a high t. Ihave lived 


among them, and 1 know them to be amiable, ex- 
cellent, industrious, just, and honorable. They 
have peculiar notions. Let them enjoy them. 

I think it is best to send this memorial to the 
Secretary of State, in order, if anything more is 











1350. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 368 


required on the part of the Government, to en- investigation that the trade was carried on in this 
force what they are bound to do by treaty stip- || way. The vessel to which I refer was built in 
ulations to punish piracy, that he may make some | Baltimore—a place somewhat distinguished for 
communication which will enable us to act. I | the construction of vessels of this description; she 
think, however, that the Committee on Foreign | was built there—whether with an understanding 
Relations has nothing to do with dt. | of the purpose to which she was afterwards to be 
Mr. DAYTON. | will not detain the Senate || applied I cannot say—but she was built there, and 
more than a moment in replying to the honorable || when finished, was called an American vessel, and 
Senator from Alabama. | hardly supposed we || an American register was given to*her. When 
should, upon the presentation of this memorial, she cleared, she cleared for Cuba. When she ar- 
discuss the question whether the Committee on | rived there, there was a sale of the vessel to a 
Foreign Relations will feel disposed to do any- | Spanish house in Cuba, with this condition an- 
thing further than has already been done. The || nexed in the sale, that she should be delivered on 
memorialists ask the interference of the Govern- | the coast of Africa. Now, sir, by the laws of this 
ment through the treaty-making power, and they | country, that sale being made, the register is cut 
ask itin kind and respectful terms. The gentle- || into two parts, one to be delivered to the United 
man from Alabama says that we made one treaty || States, and the other the purchaser of the vessel; 
by which we have stipulated to keep a certain | and under that half of the register this vessel went 
number of guns afloat in connection with the || to Africa. Thus, then, with this protection from 
British Government for the suppression of the Af || the United States, no cruiser could touch this ves- 
rican slave trade. | sel,and she escaped to the coast of Africa in this 
Well, sir, that treaty was entered into with a | way. When she arrived there, and the bargain 
view, among ofiier matters, of getting rid of || was consummated—she having taken out a Span- 
another troublesome question between the two | ish commander, but going under her old command- 
Governments, in regard to the right of search. | er till her arrival on the African coast—she was 
That was one of the inducements to the stipula- || transferred to the Spanish commander, and she had 
tion entered into between the two Governments; || then to trust to her heels to get home, for she 
but then, surely we have a right to make treaties | could no longer use our flag. 
with other Powers,.and to agree for other matters || Now it is this difficulty which we are trying to 
besides the keeping of a naval force afloat. Great} remedy; and, although | do not see how it 1s to 
Britain has made treaties with Spain and with || be done, 1 do not despair, if the subject is prop- 
Powers wherever she has been able to effect treaty | erly looked to, and this matter of the register is 
stipulations, for the purpose of effecting the sup- || altered. With such an alteration, though the 
pression of this African slave trade. It is not) slave trade may not be entirely suppressed, I 
that the African slaves are brought into British || think it may be greatly diminished. | would 
possessions. It is not that African slaves are || not, therefore, dismiss this matter from the con- 
brought into American possessions. It is not || sideration of this body as a hopeless thing. I 
upon that ground that the memorialists make their || hope it will go to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
request of the Senate; but they are influenced by | lations, of which the honorable Senator from Ala- 
what is due, as they believe, to the general good | bama is chairman. Ido not think much can be 
of mankind—they are influenced by a benevolence | done by treaty stipulations, but something surely 
coextensive with the limits of the world--they || might be done to protect us from the false use of 
wish to suppress this slave-trade in all countries || our flag. That ia what we want, and I think it 
and in all climes; and if we have the power, and || can be done. And when it is done, although | 
can, by treaty stipulations with Brazil or with || do not think it will entirely put a stop t» the 
Spain, or with any other Government where this || trade, it will certainly do something towards it. 
traffic is tolerated, affect its suppression, surely it | It will take away one of its principal securities; 
is not a matter unworthy of the attention, the be- and in taking that away, it will throw new em- 
nevolence, and general kind feelings of this so-| barrassments in the way of its progress. I hope, 
ciety to move, as they have done, in the matter. | therefore, that this matter may be referred to the 
The committee can consider them, and act upon | Committee on foreign relations; and that, in con- 
them or not, as in their discretion they may think | sidering it, they will bear in mind the suggestions 
proper; but I hope the reference I Enoaes to the |, I have made. 
Committee on Foréign Relations will be adopted. Mr. KING. The very argument of the honor- 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, | able Senator from Massachusetts shows the im- 
this traffic is carried on in fraud of treaties, and it) propriety of sending this memorial to the Com- 
is to enforce treaty stipulations that the United | mittee on Foreign Relations. Will the honorable 
States and Great Britain have agreed by treaty to |) Senator reflect for a moment and inquire what the 
maintain a squadron on the coast of Africa. {| Committee on Foreign Relations has to do with 
believe it is for no other purpose. When this || the registering our vessels? If it related to treaty 
arrangement was entered into, it was supposed || stipulations, as the honoruble Senator from New 
it would be effectual for the purpose. It seems | Jersey supposed, it would be right and suitable 
now, however, to be understood in England that || to send it to that committee; and if anything could 
if it has not absolutely failed of the great object || be done by that committee, with a view to put 
intended, it has come very neartoit. In a dis- } down this infamous traffic, | should be willing to 
cussion in Parliament, some time since, it was | have it sent tothem. There is nothing that the 
pronounced to be a waste of life and of money—I || Senate can do, unless it be to express an opinion 
do not mean by any vote or decision, but simply || that Government should negotiate treaties. If it 
that these comments were made upon it during the i is right and proper that additional treaties should 
discussion. The press of England, I have also || be made, it is the duty of the Government to make 
noticed, is pretty uniform in its opinion that the | such stipulations with other powers as will enable 
measures have not been successful; that in fact the || this Government to carry out in good faith the 
slave trade, the illicit trade, the unlawful trade, the || conditions of treaties which have been entered 
trade in contravenuon of treaties, is now carried | into, or enforce the provisions by additional 
on, and carried on extensively, between peihaps || means. But certainly it is not necessary that the 
Cuba and the African coast, between Brazil and || Committee on Foreign Relations should take it 
the African coast, and very likely between some || up. 
other points. I never supposed that any of it!) Sir, 1 know’there are great difficulties with re- 
came here. It has been thought to be a great ob- ] gard to those very treaties with Great Britain. 
ject to put this trade down, to suppress it entirely; || When in London, I had a conversation with Lord 
and this Government cannot give a greater earnest || Palmerston on the subject, and he showed that it 
of its seriousness than when it enters into a treaty || had been a failure, and that it could not possibly 
declaring the traffic piracy and punishable with || succeed, unless some change should be made; but 
the penalties for that offence. Some years ago we || what that change could be he did not ar see. 
had this topic under discussion here, and by refer- || He spoke of the loss of life. He spoke also of the in- 
ence to the doings of Congress, it will be seen | ability of vessels stationed on the coast to prevent 
that the powers of consuls in foreign ports were || the traffic, as carried on in the manner described 
somewhat enlarged, and enlarged partly with a || by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts. 
view to this very object; for it was declared by our Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I only wish 
consul in Havana that he had seen a vessel fitted || to state that | noticed in the newspapers a few 
out especially for this traffic, and that he had nei- || days ago the arrival of a vessel sent in by the Eng- 
ther power nor authority to interfere. That ves- || lish squadron. 
sel wes possessed of a register which issued under Mr. KING. I am wellaware of it; but 1 would 
the laws of the United States. It was found upon || ask again what the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
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tions can have to do with regulating the registers 
of our vessels. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator appeals to me, I 
would simply remark that the subject has a two- 
fold aspect. The Senator from New Jersey gives 
it an aspect in relation to treaties, and certainly 
that belongs to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. And then the aspect which I gave to it is 
one which probably is more immediately connect- 
ed with commercial business. 

Mr. KING. I adverted to the necessity of a 
chenge in the mode of registering. I still insist 
that this is a matter which does not appertain to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. If a treafy 
were to be made, then it would be sent there, to 
see whether the committee would report for or 
against it, but in this state of things, it is not prop- 
er to send it to that committee. It refers to the 
registering of vessels alone. As to treaty stipula- 
tions, that belongs to the other end of the avenue. 
They can institute negotiations and make treaties; 
and then they have to submit them to us for our 
approbation or rejection; and when they are so 
submitted they ought to go to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

I will not consume the time of the Senate by 
protracting the discussion of this matter, and will 
therefore move that this petition be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not wish to mingle in this 
debate, but I desire to say a single word in reply 
to a remark of the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Dayron,] which seems to relate per- 
sonally to myself. The discharge of my duty 
here, sir, on the floor of the Senate, is accompa- 
nied with embarrassments enough, without being 
charged with misrepresenting any body of men or 
anything of which | speak. 

beentet the Senator from New Jersey and the 
Senate, that when I presented the petition, | said 
nothing about its coming from Friends; the peti- 
tion said nothing of the sort; the letter enclosing 
it said nothing of the sort; yet still the honorable 
Senator stands up for the Quakers, to repudiate it 
and disclaim an act which they construe as hav- 
ing been done by me. It will be time enough for 
his Triends in New Jersey or in Pennsylvania or 
Delaware, or any where else, to disclaim my 
speaking for them when I undertake to speak for 
them. 

The Senator from New Jersey went on to af- 
firm that there was something in the paper itself 
that purported to come from a meeting of Friends. 
‘There was nothing of the sort, sir, in the paper 
or the letter accompanying it; nothing of the sort 
was said by me. ‘To be sure, when the letter 
was sent to the Secretary’s table and read, it ap- 
yeared to be written in the language of the 
ania, and the honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. SturGeon] got up and disclaimed 
it as having been sent by the association of 
Friends. It certainly is not incumbent on me to 
get upand undertake to correct everybody and 
every thing that I understand to be a mistake and 
misapprehension. 

The endorsement at the bottom of the petition, 
which the Senator from New Jersey says is an an- 
nouncement that it is from the Friends, is in these 
words: **A numbe¥ of the above names were pro- 
cured at public meetings, and written by myself by 
the direction of the people. This plan was adopted 
to save time and trouble.’? That is what is stated 
by the individual who sent the petition. There is 
nota word about Friends having anything to do 
with it. It seems to me, sir, that after I had dis- 
claimed it once, it was a little ungenerous that the 
asseveration should be repeated that it did come 
from the Friends, or that there was anything in 
the paper or in the remarks which | made-that had 
a tendency to show that tt came from Friends. I 
utterly deny that there was anything of the kind 
written in the papers, or said by me in the remarks 
1 offered to the Senate. 

Mr. DAYTON. It is very immaterial with me 
whether this memorial goes to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations or the Committee on Commerce, 
~and | suppose it is quite immaterial with the me- 
morialists themselves; but, sir, the subject matter 
of the memorial is of such a nature as, accordin 
to the practice of this body, requires that it should 
go to the Committee on Foreign Relations, because, 
whether rightfully or wrongfully, the appeal which 
they make to us can only be answered through the 
treaty-making power. My friend from Alabama 
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{Mr. Krye] has gone into an argument to show 
that the ee power cannot consistently 
act on the subject here. I had supposed that the | 
Senate might pass resolutions, or might pass some 
act in relation to the subject; but I am not disposed 
to argue the matter at all. “That is the subject 
matter of this petition, and that is the prayer of 
the petition itself, and it is therefore the proper di- 
rection. It is for that committee to consider when 
it gets there, and not in advance, whether it is | 
within the legitimate scope of their power. But | 
it is quite immaterial to me to which committee it 
is sent. 

Now, one word in answer to the remark which 
has fallen from the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Hate.] Sir, 1 did not repeat, | 
after he had denied, as he says, anything concern- 
ing that petition. I merely said what he had not 
denied. He denied that there was anything in | 
the petition itself to indicate that it came from | 
Friends. 

Mr. HALE, (in his seat.) Or that I said any- | 
thing. 

Mr. DAYTON. Or that he said anything. I | 
neither said that there was anything in the peti- 
tion, or that the honorable Senator said anything 
to indicate that it came from Friends; but I did 
say that, in connection with that petition, accord - 
ing to my memory, a letter was sent by him to 
the Chair and read; and that not only was the 
letter in the plain language of Friends, but it stated 
too that some of the names were obtained at the 
Quarterly Meeting of Friends. That is my recol- 
lection of it, and I know that, in connection with 
that letter, it was treated in the chamber as a me- 
morial from the Society of Friends, and uncontro- 
verted by the Senator who presented it. He said | 
nothing on the subject. That was the impression 
made, not only in this chamber, -but in the com- 
munity also. Every newspaper referring to this 
memorial has treated it as a memorial presented | 
from Quakers. 





subject, says: ‘* The Quaker petition was finally | 
rejected by a vote of three to fifty; the three votes 
for the reception being,’’ &c. So the petition is | 
treated by the newspapers as it was treated and 
understood by the Senate, and as it has been gen- 
erally understvod and treated by the community. | 


[ will not, however, trespass further on the time || 


of the Senate, but move the reference of this | 
memorial to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The memorial was so referred. 

MEMORIALS ON SLAVERY. 

Mr. HALE. Ihold in my hand a memorial 
from the Association of Friends of the city of 
Philadelphia, for promoting the abolition of sla- | 
very and improving the condition of free people of 
color, praying Congress to pass a law to prohibit 


the exportation of slaves from or importation into | 
any port of the United States; and that Congress || 


will useall the means in its power to abolish slavery 
throughout the land. This forms part of a report 
of a meeting held on the subject, and is signed, on 
behalf of the association, by Jacob M. Ellis and 
Lydia Gillingham, clerks of the meeting. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Pci a number more of the same sort, and as 
they all come within the ** usage,” I will present 
them all together. 

. They are as follows: 

A petition, signed by eighty-seven citizens of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, asking such a 
change of the Constitution as shall abolish slaver 
throughout the Union in a manner consistent wit 
justice and the rights and interests of all. 

Also, a petition, signed by ninety inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania and Delawere, for the abolition of 


| avers these to be real signatures ? 


My friend from North Carolina || 
has just placed in my hand a newspaper of this || 
morning, in which the reporter, speaking on this || 


1] 


\| to do with foreign languages. 


i] 
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change of the Constitution or som 

would devise a for the abolition Prat, 
throughout the United States, or relieve thes 
ple of Pennsylvania from all responsibility of aid 


ing in its support. 
Also, a petition signed by 1,475 wo 
ver, New ampshire, for the abolition , of eg 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia ; 
| the slave me between the States. = 
I believe I have now discharged myse| 
petitions of that kind that I have ea the 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I want to kn 
if the Senator from New Hampshire knows = 
signatures attached to those memorials, and jf he 


Mr. HALE. I cannot say that I know 4) 
names of all the individual signers; but | eae 


|| the handwriting of some of those by whom they 


are transmitted to me. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I asked the ot) 

: ; er 
day for the reading of the parliamentary rule 
| with a view to have it enforced. , 
| Mr. HALE. I shoujd like to have it enforced 
| Mr. BADGER. I move to lay the question of 
| reception of the8e petitions on the table. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 
PHONOTYPY. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said he had , 
| petition to present, pretty numerously signed 
| which he would send to the Chair and have read’ 
as it would better explain itself than he could do. 
It was read as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Stutes in Congress assembled: 
; _ The undersigned, citizens of the United States, respect. 
fully petition Congress to pass a law by which the speeches 
| and reports of both Houses shall be printed in phonotypy, 
legible and accurate system of printing by sound; whieb 
after a prolonged examination, has received the unanimous 
approval of a committee of the American Academy of Any 
| and Sciences, and by means of which the one million of 
white persons in this country over five years of age unable 
to read or write can learn to do both in one-fifiventh of the 
usual time. 


Mr. DAVIS. Iam somewhat ata loss to know 
to what committee to refer this petition. | think, 
however, | cannot give it a more appropriate di- 





‘| rection than to esk that it may go to the Com- 


| mittee on Printing. 

Mr. BORLAND. I hopeit may not be sentto 
us, for we have had a petition of this sort before 
us which we could not read, and it would be use. 
less to send us another unless we are supplied 
| with an interpreter. Itis suggested that it be sent 
/ to the Committee on Foreign Relations, as it has 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. BADGER. I shall object to a reference to 
any committee, for, if I understand it, it is to in- 
crease the sound or noise of our debates. | think 
we can do that perfectly, without referring this 
petition to any committee. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator seems to be in pre- 
cisely the same condition that I admit myself to 
be in, inability to read the characters. Neverthe- 
less, this mode of printing seems to be recom- 
| mended to Congress as possessing great advan- 
| tages, and if this petition is not to go to the Com- 
| inittee cn Printing, 1 would suggest that it may 
| go to the learned Committee on the Library. The 
| petition was so referred. 


OBSERVATORY IN ALABAMA. 
| 


| Mr. KING. I have received a memorial from 
| the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, 





_in which they set forth that an observatory, of & 
| superior order, has been erected in connection with 
| the University of Alabama. They describe the 
| building as being of the most commodious char- 

acter. They have a telescope constructed in Lon- 
| don, and believed to be the third only in excellence 
| to any in the United States. There is none to 
|| surpass it, except those at Washington and Cin- 





slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- || 


lumbia. 

Also, a petition, signed by one hundred and 
forty women of Weathersfield, in the State of 
New York, asking Congress to prevent the further 
extension of slavery, to withdraw the protection 
of the American flag from the slave trade, and to 
suppress it effectually where Congress has juris- 
diction. 

Also, six petitions, signed by inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Also, five petitions, numerously signed by citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, asking that Congressyby a 


| cinnatit. They ask, in consequence of their I0- 
|| ability to make observations for the promotion of 
|| science, that the Secretary of the Navy may be 
| authorized to station two or three midshipmen 
there to aid in the necessary observations. The 
object being a scientific one, and the Secretary of 
the Navy having no power to act in the matter, 
without some action on the part of the Senate, | 
move that the memorial be received and printed, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Navel 
Affaiis. It was so referred. 


| ADDITIONAL MEMORIALS. __ 
Mr. WALKER presented a memorial of citizens 
of Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin, asking thet 
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—_— 
de public lands may be granted to actual settlers 

, possessed of other lands, whether native citi- 
sna or foreigners; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. re 5 

vr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Maine, asking the adoption of measures for the 
smicable adjustment of all international contro- 
yersies; which was referred to the Committee on | 
foreign Relations. ; at 
Mr. BALDWIN submitted a document relating 
the claim of Oliver Tucker, a revolutionary sol- | 
jier, to &@ pension ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the series of resolutions pre- 
val by Mr.Cuay. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, resumed and con- 
duded the speech which he commenced yesterday. 
‘His speech will be found in the Appendix.] —* 
“Mr. DOWNS next obtained the floor, and said: | 
[ believe, sir, that the hour of adjournment has ar- | 





ved. 
Mt. FOOTE. [hope that this subject will be | 
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gessed by, and that we shall proceed with some || 


other business. 
Mr. BADGER. 

this subject until Mon@ay next; and I hope that | 

there will be an understanding that the Senate will 

meet to-morrow for the purpose of having an Ex- | 

ecutive session. 

Mr. DOWNS. I was going to make a motion | 


I will movea postponement of | 


to postpone the further consideration of this sub- |, 


ect until to-morrow, and [ shall then have occa- | 
sion to ask the indulgence of the Senate while I 
submit some remarks in relation to it; but I will 
cheerfully acquiesce in the motion made hy the 
Senator from North Carolina for a postponement | 
of it until Monday. 

The motion to postpone to Monday was agreed | 

to. 
CALIFORNIA. 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the message of | 
the President of the United States in relation to | 
California was then taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. According to the | 
understanding of the Chair, the motion that was | 
made by the Senator from Illinois to refer the mes- | 
save to the Committee on Territories is first in 
order. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 believe I understood the Sena- 
tor from Missouri as acceding to the suggestion of | 
the Chair that a part of his motion was unparlia- 
mentary, and therefore not in order; and it was 
under this impression that the motion which was | 
submitted by me was made. There iscertainty no | 
motion now pending except the motion of the | 
Senator from Illinois and my own. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not | 
decide that the motion of the Senator from Mis- 


souri could not be entertained, although the Chair | 


did say that there was a part of the motion of that || 


Senator which it was deemed by the Chair could 
only be entertained by the unanimous consent of 
the Senate. 

_Mr. DOUGLAS. I simply desire to say, that 
ifitis the wish of the Senate to refer this matter, 
together with all the other propositions which 
have been introduced in relation to this subject— 
the bill of the Senator from Missouri, that of the 
Senator from Mississippi, and all other proposi- 
tions relating to the subject—in the hope of effect- 
ing a compromise of the whole question; if that is 
the desire of the Senate, I do not wish to interpose 
any objection to the reference of the subject to a 
select committee. My own opinion is, under ex- 
isting circumstances, that it would be better to 
bring in this California bill by itself; therefore I 
made the motion to refer the message to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories, for the purpose of bring- 
ing that by itself to the consideration of that com- 
mittee. If, however, the Senate desire to bring 
the other propositions under consideration at the 
same time, whilst [ shall not vote for it, I shall in- 
terpose no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 

first on the motion to refer to the Committee on 

the Territories. 

Mr. CLAY.” Is there any proposition now 
pending to refer this and all other matters of a sim- 
ar character to a committee? There was an inti- 
Mation of such a motion, but I was not aware that 
such a motion had been made. 





|| olutions and the rest of the propositions that are | 


| ferred at the proper time to a committee, to be | social life. 


'| boundary which she proposes, or with any other | 


| should decide, and decide as promptly as we can 
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Mr. FOOTE. The motion which I submitted |! Senator were understood, as I believe, by us all— 
was laid upon the table, and is published with the || certainly | so understood them—as contemplating 
eer ef the Senate. 1 would like to have it || the provision of some plan for the complete end 
read, trey permanent seltlement of all the questions arising out 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on | of the institution at trometnad semmaiiiey the 
referring the message of the President to the Com- || honorable Senator has been understood by the 
mittee on Territories, that being a standing com- || newspapers of the country to have declared : n- 
mittee. ; > self opposed to the adoption of an rtial or hm- 
Mr. CLAY. _Well, if the proposition be to re- |; ited lees of ieuheniies ohubtan “a ae 
fer the President’s message to the Commitee on || to any settlement which, whilst adjusting one or 
the Territories, 1 shall with great pleasure vote for || more of the points in controversy, would still leave 
the proposition. But I do not think it would be || others open and unadjusted, from the-agitation of 
— to embrace in a general motion the question || which fresh excitement might spring up, and the 
of the admission of California and all the other ] dangers which now so fearfully menace the Union 
subjects which are treated of by the resolutions || be kept in active existence. He was even specially 
upon the table—the subject, for example, of the || commended in the columns of the Uajon of this 
establishment of territorial governments, the sub- || city (a paper not much in the habit of commend ig 
ject of the establishment of a boundary line for || him) for the wise and provident totality of his 
Texa§, and the proposition to compensate Texas || scheme of adjustment. Phepeech of the honor- 
for the surrender of territory. Isay,sir, Ido not || able Senator is before me, and | will read from it 
think it would be right to confound or to combine || an extract or two, which I think all will admit to 
all these subjects, and to throw them before one | be of the character which I have attributed to it. 
committee to be acted upon together. I think the || The honorable Senator, in his speech, after a very 
subject of the admission of California ought w be | striking exhibition of the perils in which the Re- 
kept separate and distinct, although, for one, | || public is involved at this periud of our history, 
should have no objection, that questiou being sep- || and after describing to us,in a manner quite solemn 
arated from the residue of the subject, that the res- || and imposing, the elaborate preparation which he 
: had made for executing the task which was then 

before the Senate, so far as regards those which |) in process of execution, says: 
have a kindred or common nature, should be re- 


“JT have cut myself off from all the usua enjoyments of 
I have confined myself almost exctusivety to 

my own chamber; and, from the beginning of the session 
| up to this time, my thoughts have been anxiously directed 


eference. : 
eee for oe ee f — b 2 iii | to the object of finding some plan, of proposing some mode 
ir, there are three or four members Of Uongress || of accommodation, which should once more restore the 


who have come here all the way from the Pacific || blessings of concord, harmony, and peace to this great 
with a constitution purporting to be the constitu- || country.” 

tion of a State which is seeking to be admitted as || After a few intervening sentences, entirely ac- 
a member of this Union. Now, sir, is it right to || cording with those already cited, the honorable 
subject them to all the delay, the uncertainty, the | Senator says: 

procrastination which must inevitably result from || « When { came to consider this subject, there were two 
the combination of all these subjects, and a refer- || Fr three general purposes which seemed to me most desi 
ence of them to one committee, and to wait until | rable, if possible, to accomplish. The one was, to setile all 

, 


7 . || the controverted questions growing out of the subject of slavery; 
that committee shall have adjudged the whole? I |) and it seemed to me to be doing but little if we settled one 


acted upon together, but I think the time has not 


‘| think not. I am not now arguing whether Califor- |, question nnd left other disturbing questions unadjusted. it 


nia ought ér ought not to be admitted; whether —w % —— a doing _ _ 7 = rye eee "a 

. . || Ouly in the ship of State, and left other leaks capable of pro- 
she ought or ought not to be admitted with the || ducing dengan it not destruction to the Sengel” I thereiare 
turned my attention to every subject connected with the in- 
stitution of slavery, and outof which controverted questions 
have sprung up, to see if it were possible or practicable to 
accommodate and adjust the whole of them. Another prin- 





boundary; but I am contending that—considering | 
the circumstances under which her representation 
presents itself to Congr ess, under the cireumstan- H cipal object which attracted my attention was to endeavor 
ces that when they left their homes, perhaps, | to frame such a scheme of accommodution as thut neither of 
nothing on earth was further from their expecta- || the classes of States into which our country is unhappily divi- 
tion than that there would be the siightest im- | ded should make a sacrifice of any great principle.” 
pediment or obstacle to their admission—and in Again, the honorable Senator says: 
consideration of the condition in which these gentle- << Tt appeared to me, then, that if any arrangement, any 
men are placed who are here in attendance in the || satisfactory adjustment, could be made of the controverted 


. it 8 | questions between the two classes of States, that adjust- 
lobbies of these halls, it seems to me that we ment, that arrangement, could only be successful and etlect- 


M — ; , |, ual by exacting from both parties some concession, not oF 
consistently with just and proper deliberation. | | principle, not of principle at all, but of feeling, of opinion, 


think the question of the admission of California || relation to the matter in controversy between them.’? 

is one which stands by itself, and that it should be Such is the language of the honorable Senator 

kept disconnected with the other resolutions. || from Kentucky in this speech—which was the 
ntertaining these views of the matter, I shall || fruit of much meditation and severe preparation, 

vote for the proposition of the yentieman from Illi- | and which has been published and circulated by 

nois for the reference to the Committee on Terri- |; thousands and tens of thousands all over the Re- 


| tories, or to any other committee to which its ref- || public. Who could have divined that in a few 
| erence may be appropriate. | short days the honorable Senator from Kentucky 


Mr. FOOTE. I must be permitted to express |, would undergo such an astonishing change in ail 
the unbounded astonishment which I feel at the || his views upon this important subject as most 
course which has,been pursued by the honorable || manifestly he has done. 

Senator from Kentucky upon this occasion. That || A proposition is now before us to refer to the 
Senator some weeks ago took the lead in urging |, Committee on Territories the President’s message 
apon this body and the country the consideration || and accompanying documents—which documents 
an general scheme of pacification and compromise. || are the State constitution of California, together 
He introduced resolutions here, which he debated || with the credentials of the Senators elect. This 
most formally and eloquently in our hearing for || respectable Committee on Territories is well 
two days, which resolutions purported to have in | known to be so constituted that, if the proposed 
view the early and definitive adjustment of all the || reference be made, we shall infallibly have a bill 
questions arising out of the subject of domestic || reported to us, without the least delay, for the 
slavery. Yes, sir, the preamble to his resolutions, || admission of California as a State, and the conse- 
in so many words, declared that it was ‘* desirable || quent introduction of her Senators upon this floor 
* for the peace, harmony, and concord of the Union || and of her Representative into the other House; 
‘of these States, to settle and adjust amicably all || and we find the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
‘existing questions of controversy between them, || supporting this proposition, and supporting it, too, 
‘ arising out of the institution of slavery, upon a || in language indicative of his willingness at once 
‘ fair, equitable, and just basis;’’ and, in accordance || to aid in consummating this act of admission, as a 
with this general declaration, the resolutions which || separate and substantive measure—not as part of a 
succeeded the preamble of the honorable gentleman | general plan of compromise and adjustment—(of 
were so drawn as to cover the whole ground of || which I should not complain)—but, I re 
controversy understood to be occupied by the pro- | ate and distinct measure, to go into effect whilst 
slavery and anti-slavery disputants of the country, || all the other questions growing out of the institu 
including the proposition to admit California, with || tion of slavery remain wholly unadjusted, and be- 
*€ suitable limits,”’ into the Union. fore any general scheme of compromise has been 











The speech and conversations of the honorable || agreed upon in either house of Congress. All must 





es 
a 


receive that the admission of California, in the 
ty and objectionable mode now proposed, will 
necessarily have the effect of st ing the 
North at the expense of the South—of multiplying 
the number of votes in both Houses of Congress 
adverse to the South upon all the pending questions 
involved in the subject of slavery; at least, ap- 
pearances are such that we cannot but believe that 
this would be the result of immediate admission; 
and yet the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
now declares himself in favor of such admission. 
Now he tells us that he “thinks that the question 
of the admission of California should stand by itself, 
and should stand unconnected with the other sub- 
jects of his resolutions.’’ Yes, sir, and be urges 
that we should ‘‘ decide, and decide as promptly 

as we can,’’ this grave question of admission. 
e honorable Senajor is perfectly willing that 






this subject should %e referred to the Committee | 


on Territories; because, he says, “if it go there, 
he has no doubt it will go into safe hands;’’ in 
other words, that no delay whatever will occur in 
consummating this perilous scheme. Let me 
respectfully propound to the honorable Senator 
one or two interrogatories. 


States, or seemly in itself, or consistent with his 
own former declarations already cited by me, thus 
to precipitate action. upon the question of ad- 
mission:’’ Is his present conduct in accordance 
with his solemn avowal, when he first debated 
this matter in the Senate, that he deemed it desir- 
able to accomplish ‘ the settlement of all the con- 
troverted questions arising out of the subject of 
slavery by means of ‘some plan’ which should 
once more restore the blessings of concord, har- 
mony, and peace to this great country?’’ Does he 
yet think, as he some time ago thought, that it is 
** doing very little if we settle one question and 
leave the other disturbing questions unadjusted ?”’ 


Does he yet think that ‘it would be doing but | 


little if we stop-one leak only in the ship of State, 


and leave other leaks capable of producing dan- | 


ger, if not destruction to the vessel?’’ Is he still 


of opinion, as he formally avowed himself to be, 
that “if any arrangement, any satisfactory ad- 


justment, could be made of the controverted ques- | 


tions between the two classes of States, that adjust- 
ment, that arrangement, could only be successful 
by exacting from both parties some concession” 
in relation to the matters in controversy between 
them? Does not the Senator from Kentucky per- 
ceive, what seems to me to be too plain for doubt, 


that this breaking up of the totality of his own and | 


other schemes of adjustment must be infallibly 


ee of the most mischievous consequences? | 


oes he not perceive that this separate act of ad- 
mission, now urged upon us, will not only not 
contribute to the ultimate adoption of any general 
plan of pacification, but that it must certainly de- 
feat all hope of any such plan being hereafter 
adopted at all? Does he see, or can he point out, 
anything in this measure of admission which 
even squints towards ** concessions’’ on the part 
of the North? (Will it not be viewed, and 
justly viewed by the southern States, as a gross, 
unfeeling, insulting attempt to betray and trample 


under foot their dearest and most vital interests, | 


and to involve them in dangers, in degradation, 
and, perchance, in ruin? Is itby this measure, or 
by any such partial measure as this, that all the 
leaks in the yessel of State are to be stopped? Is 


this, in fact, anything more than a bungling attempt | 


to stop a single leak, at the hazard not only of 
** leaving other leaks capable of producing danger, 
if not destruction to the vessel,”’ but of so widening 
ali of them except the one which it is proposed to 
close, as inevitably to let in the submerging waters 
through the yawning crannies of despair? Indeed, 
sir, | am grieved—I am mortified—I am surprised 
at the present course of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky. The persecuted South has looked 
to him as to one of her safest, most influential and 
distinguished sons, in this moment of her peril 
and of perplexity; she has looked to him, as she 
had a right to do, for kindly sympathy, for sound 
counsel, and efficient aid; but alas! alas! I fear, 
from this morning’s exhibition, she is fated to look 
in vaine How shall we account for the honorable 
Senator's change of opinion and action upon this 
important subject? Is it that the scales of error 
have been made to drop from his eyelids by the 
first glimpse of this uvcertified, unauthenticated 
constitution of California? Has his rind become 





Can he believe that it | 
is just to the South, or safe for the Union of these | 





suddenly illuminated by special interviews with the 
worthy and intelligent gentlemen, Senators and 
Representatives, who have lately arrived among 
us from the far-off coast of the Pacific? Sir, in- 
this age of wonders—in this generation of ours, 
so remarkable for changes of all sorts, opinions 
included—I know of nothing so remarkable, so 
| astonishing, so lamentable, as this wondrous met- 
amorphosis, through which the honorable Senator 
|| from Kentucky seems to have so rapidly passed, 
| touching this great matter of adjusting all the 








|| questions growing out of the institution of slavery || 


|| by one conjoint and comprehensive scheme of com- 
| promise. I hope he will explain this affair satis- 
factorily, and that he will have no cause for reg:et 
and self-condemnation hereafter. 


But I must say, sir, and I say it most seriously, || 


|| too, that if California is admitted into the Union, 
except in conformity with some liberal and*equi- 
table plan of pacification and compromise, the 
vessel of State will be certainly found to have 
| sprung a new leak, and she will suddenly go 





down amid the roaring billows that surround her, 
nevee more to be seen majestically riding the sur- 
face of ocean, and bearing onward and aloft that 
sacred banner of freedom which has for so many 
|| glorious years been seen streaming from her 
mast-head. Yes, sir, have examined this sub- 


/timent in the South closely and perseveringly; 
'| lam certairf that I understand the present condi- 
tion of things in the southern section of the Von- 
| federacy; and I have no hesitation in declaring it 





California is dragged into the Union in the mode 
now pe tee the southern States of the Confed- 
|| eracy will feel that all hope of fraternal compro- 
| mise has become extinct, and that such intolerable 
oppression has been already imposed upon them 
as to justify, nay, to demand secession from the 
Union, in order to save themselves from evils still 


knows that various sovereign States have so de- 
clared, in the most formal and deliberate manner, 
| and that all the States of the South have very 

clearly indicated their approbation of this course, 
ea doubt this result 1am not able to compre- 

hend. I am not now urging disunion as a remedy 
for present grievances; 1 am not authorized in my 


declare that nothing but dire necessity could, in 
my judgment, justify a resort to an expedient so 
extreme. And yet I do believe that the Con- 
gressional legislation so long threatened, and at 
this time as fiercely threatened as ever on the 
subject of slaverys will, when it shall occur, be 
productive of that very state of things; a state 
of intolerable oppression, which, according to 
Andrew Jackson himself, whose love for the 
Union no one can question, would justify seces- 
sion, not aS a conslitulional, but as a revolutionary 
remedy. 

Why, sir, if the honorable Senator from Ken- 


the honorable Senator from Georgia, who sits 


gallant and patriotic State which the gentleman re- 
ferred to so worthily represents here, has already 
taken her stand in regard to this very measure; and 
1 must think that he labors under a most serious 


| misapprehension in regard to her if he supposes 
that she will ever so far dishonor herself as to re- 
cede a hair’s breadth from the pesition which she 
occupies. I confess myself at a loss to understand 
how the honorable Senator from Kentucky could 
be induced, as he has been, to urge this matter upon 


uon. 
the whole movement as well as | can, by mention- 
ing one or two facts which are known to me, and 
which perhaps are not quite as well known or as 
fully appreciated by some other members of the 
Senate. I shall be quite specific, Mr. President— 
I shall use the plainest and strongest language 
which I can employ consistently with the rules of 
parliamentary courtesy. 1 hope not to disturb 





especially that the honorable Senator over the way 
(Mr. Benton] will not grow at all restive under 
my explanations. I trust that he may be able to 
keep his temper, and to retain his seat among us 
as long as | may continue to occupy the attention 


of the Senate. Indeed I should feel most se- 


unduly the sensibilities of any one present. 1 hope 


|| riously aggrieved were that honorable gentle- 


|| ject in all its bearings—I have studied public sen- | 


! 
i 


| 
if 


|| ‘largest variety of ideas, 


|| with its proper enjoyments.” 
i all, sit; by the proper exercise of this facy 
|| Our nature, we are not only able 





tucky wall take the trouble to huld converse with | 


i} 


nearest to him, for a moment, he will find that the | 
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|| innumerable too, and guard a 


| 
|| as my solemn dispassionate conviction, that if || 
| 


worse than disunion itself. How any man, who || 





official capacity here to do so; and I can honestly || 





our attention as one proper for immediate adop- || 
But | will endeavor to explain the origin of || 


» 0 grow 
SEEN asain 
SEEMS to sit 
engaging his 
8 8 prelimi. 


man again, a8 on a former occasion 
uneasy under my Strictures, and be 
precipitately to fly our presence. He 
quietly enough, and, in the hope of 
patient audience, I will proceed. 
nary remark, I beg leave to say, that it has ey 
been my opinion that God, in bestowing upon hie 
creatures certain faculties, designed that th . 
should all be, as far as possible, usefully employe} 
‘There is perhaps no other faculty so im feat 
man’s happiness as that of vision. Indeed I : 
tirely agree with Mr. Addison when hee.” 
**Our sight is the most perfect and most 
‘of all our senses. It fills the mind 


he sa 8: 
delightiy| 
- With the 
] 8, CONVErses With its o}). 
‘jects at the greatest distance, and continues t) 
‘longest in action without being tired or satiated 


But this is not 


Ity of 


; tO receive 
| pleasures innumerable, but to ward off dangers 


st Surprises from 
Though it is q 


j 


gain 
| the designing and the selfish. 


|| melancholy fact that my own power of vision jg 


by no means perfect, yet I labor to supply ail ac. 


tual deficiency in this respect by the extreme of 


vigilance—being mindful of the wisdom of the 
legal proverb—vigilantibus, 
| adjuvant. 
| Well, sir, by good or ill fortune, it did so hap. 
| pen, on the day before yesterday, that, looking 
about this chamber to see what was going op 
therein, (for, without being exactly a spy upon 
my brother Senators, | have for a year or iwo 
past deemed it sound policy to exercise much 
watchfulness in regard to the movements of par. 
| ticular members of the body)—I say that, ip 
_ glancing around this hall for the purpose named, 
| I did see a certain Senator, who sits just to my 
| left, [Mr. Benron,] glide acro8s the chamber to 
the seat usually occupied by the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Sesauh 4 and immediately 
——— to that of the honorable Senator from 
entucky, (Mr. Cray.] So unusual an appari- 
| tion awakened my surprise, and aroused the 
speculative principle of my mind to action. [t 
' was not long before | was able to say toa 
| friend: ** Rest assured there is some scheme on 
_ foot for the betrayal of the South. I should not 
be at all surprised if ere long we witnessed an 
| attempt to smuggle California into the Union.” | 


non dormientibus, leges 


say smuggle, sir, and | mean precisely what | say, 
intending to cast no reflection whatever upon the 
| honorable Senator from Kentucky, whom I do 
| not_even suspect of illicit or improper motives of 
/action. Well, sir, it is surprising how soon my 
| apprehension on this poiht was real.zed. 
| On yesterday, when the message of the Presi- 
dent now under consideration came in, the mem- 
ber from Missouri arose, and with that imposing 
nasality of intonation for which he is at least as 
much distinguished as for his learning or elo- 
quence, he proceeded to say that he had expecied 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cuar] 
would have moved to refer the message and ac- 
companying documents to a special committee; 
| insinuating that an understanding to that effect ex- 
| isted between the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky and himself. The Senator from Kentucky 
seemed not to be altogether surprised by this, but 
| alleged that, whilst quite willing to serve, if ap- 
| pointed, upon such a committee as the one pro- 
| posed to be raised, he must decline making the 
motion. Whereupon the Senator from Missouri, 
| who seemed resolutely bent upon accomplishing 
| his object, himself moved for a special committee, 
and in total disregard of parliamentary usage, went 
so far as to name the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky as the most suitable person for chuit- 
man of this special committee. Much to my 
gratification—but certainly not at all to my sur 
ise—the honorable Senator from Kentucky mal 
ifested no eagerness whatever to become the mer 
agent of the gentleman moving in this business, 
for apurpose so censurable. [ thought it best 
move a postponement of the whole affair until - 
day; and now it appears that the honorable Sens 
tors from Kentucky and Missouri have at lst 





agreed heartily to codperate in this magnificent 
enterprise. 
Well, sir, 1 at least may honestly avow perfect 
disinterestedness of motive in regard to this curious 
affair, having no father, brother, or son-in-law to b¢ 
specially bencfited by the result of this effort © 
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fornia into the Union before her wedding || the aspect of political affairs in California. to 
drag ee been cast about her person, and | awaken in the bosom of an ultra Democrat like 
Fe she has been regularly bidden to the nuptial. || 





me, sentiments of poounes vere! for that 
ye others to answer for themselves, But, ma- | high-spirited and intelligent people; for I learn that 
al! allowance for the intrinsic weakness of | there is no part of the whole Republic so thorough- 
ig ity; regarding itas quite natural for one who || ly democratic aa is California. So far as the Sen- 
pee for some time past among us in this | atorial representatives from California are con- 
mba quite ‘* solitary and alone,’’ to desire to 1 cerned, | have none but kind feelings for both of 
. re at least one confidential ally—one Fidelis | them. One of them is chiefly known to me by || 
yr us; yet I feel bound to say that in my judg- | fame; the other has been my kind, devoted, and | 
_ tne Senator from one of the slave States of || steadfast friend for more than twenty years, With || 
a Confederacy, who, under all the awful circum- || the permission of the Senate, I will go further, and |! 
wo which surround us, could be induced by || say that Dr. Wm. M. Gwin and myself were for 
*clove—ambition for family distinction—or any || some years residents of the same town in the Far |/ 
ian motive of a mere personal character—to dis- | West. He was my family physician, and was 
a rd the interests of his constituents; to expose | once efficiently instrumental in saving my life, 
p to dangers even more multiplied than those | when others despaired of my escape from the |) 
of which they have already become cognizant; to | grave. We belonged for many years to the same | 
abject them to the hazard of ultimate dishonor | political party, and cordially‘coéperated with each | 
id ruin—the Senator who does this, shows that || other in support of our common principles. I | 
. who is capable of doing this, deserves censures || have incurred personal hazards on his account, of | 
which a regard for decorum alone restrains me || which f know him to be more than mindful; and |) 
fom uttering, but which an intelligent and spirited || I have received kindnesses in return for which I || 
sonstituency Will assuredly and speedily inflict. | shall be ever grateful. .1 stood by his favorite | 
sir, let me speak out still more explicitly. ‘Tothe || brother not many years ago upon the fiel of || 
ionorable Senator from Missouri [ might well say, || honor, and saw him bravely receive that wound 
ysNathan said unto David, Thouarttheman. Yes, || which ultimately consigned him to the tomb. | | 
sir, | might deal a little more freely with that gén- || know Dr. Gwin’s abilities, his virtues, and his || 
eman and say, “Sir: you, who would not aid in || friendship for myself. If I could make up my |, 
acquiring California by voting for the treaty with |, mind to, sacrifice principle in order to graufy the || 
Mexico—you, who refused last winter to unite with || wishes of any human being, in such a case as the | 
those who struggled night and day to supply our || present, I should feel that he might call upon me || 
sufering brethren in California with the protection | for such a sacrifice. If I could reconcile it to my || 
of a government and laws—voting even against | sense of duty to a generous constituency to disre- 


| 
| 


 S 
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Senator from Kentucky to say that California has 
presented herself now precisely as Florida did. 
_would inquire whether Florida had not a territo- 
rial government? and whether there was not a law 
of Congress authorizing the people of Florida to 
form a constitution, in order to their admission 
into the Union as a State? 
- Mr. CLAY. I think not; there was no law 
whatever. She had a territorial government, and 


| so had California a local government—not given 


to her by the Government of the United Siates, 


| but eons upon the laws of Mexico, prior to 
_ the cession of t 


t hat territory to this country. But 
in the case of Florida, and of Michigan, and I 
think of Arkansas—I believe in reference to two, 


| if not all three of these States—they came into the 


Union without any previous act of Congress au- 
thorizing the call of a convention for the formation 
of a constitution, and the decision of the Territory 


| whether it should come in as a member of the 


Union or not. However, it is not a matter of 
much importance. 1 do not know that I should 
have risen at all had not the worthy Senator from 
Mississippi made a sort of omnibus speech, in 
which he introduced all sorts of things and every 
kind of passenger, and myself among the number, 
{Laughter.} And I have risen rather to vindicate 
myself from the charge of inconsistency, which 
he has attributed to me, than for any other pur- 
pose; and if I do not do it to his satisfaction, f 
shall be much more surprised than he was at my 
advocacy of the admission of California. 

But first, | declare to you, Mr. President, that I 


| did not even know the names of the members of 


the amendment of the honorable Senator from || gard their claims upon me at this trying moment | that committee, except that of the chairman. I 


Wisconsin, the adoption of which would have ‘| in our history, the considerations which | have 
been so beneficial to the people of California and | named would, in the estimation of some persons, | 
New Mexico, and have even saved the Union it- | furnish me with a plausible excuse. But, sir, || 
sif from the hazards of the present critical hour; || feel that my first and highest duty is to see that |, 
you, who instigated a foreign Government to call in || nothing is done here which may bring detriment | 
question the treaty of ohuryety, Hidalgo after its | upon the sovereign State of Mississippi, or which |, 
ratification, and endeavored to defeat its provisions 
by insidiously setting up the protocol in opposition. | , 
to it; you, sir, least of all men, have a right to || committee the motion under consideration may be 
seize the control of Californian concerns into your || referred to, I must hope that it will not be hasuly 
hands.” Such an address might be omar made || acted upon, nor without due regard to all the im- | 
tothe gentleman to whom I have been all | 
alluding, and he would find it impossible to an- || | may be in error, but I cannot help confidently 
swer it. Yes, sir, impossible, because truth is || believing that if a committee of fifteen, such as | | 
powerful and will prevail; and I might add, with a | have asked for, could be raised, they would in a | 
significance which few would be dull enough not | very few days indeed be able to mature a scheme | 
to perceive, and the application of which few or || of compromise which would prove satisfactory to | 
none would fail to notice—because Public justice is || the whole country. Sure | am that | know gen- | 
cerlain, and the time of vengeance has already ar- || tlemen on both sides of the chamber, and of both | 
rived. = * || 
| 


| 


i} ° . 
| sissippi has not been able to find language strong 


| enough to express the astonishment which he 
| feels. Now, sir, the worthy Senator will allow 


And now, Mr. President, before | conclude, I 
wish to put myself rectus in curi@ in regard to the 
admission of California. However informal may 
have been the proceedings in that distant.region L \ ar . 
which have resulted in the production of the || countering, and rescue this union of thirty States 
present embarrassing state of things, I do notin || from the most serious dangers it has ever yet en- 
the least degree censure the people of California | countered. So thinking and believing, | hope 
for anything. They have done, I doubt pot, | that sucn a committee as I have mentioned may 
precisely what we should have done under similar || be accorded. ; : 
circumstances. Still less am 1 opposed to the || Mr. CLAY. I suppose, sir, there is nothing 
admission of California into the Union, provided | very novel in the idea that I am in favor of the 
the act of admission can be accompanied by other | admission of California as a State into this Union. | 
measures indispensable to the future safety and 1 And allow me to say to the honorable Senator from | 
repose of the South. If these measures can be | Mississippi, that, if 1 were disposed to retaliate | 
obtained, for one, | should be willing to go very | at all upon him in reference to the supposed change | 
far, indeed, in giving validity to that which is now | of opinion, it would be quite easy for me to tell | 
invalid, and imparting substance and vitality to || him, that, according to his own confession to-day, 
that shadow of government which is at present || he was in favor of the admission of California a | 
devoid of all true life and vigor. If we can se- || year ago, when she had no constitution; but he is | 
cure the adoption of a compromise scheme of || opposed to her admission now, when she has 
adjustment, such as I have referred to, and thus || come here with a constitution in her hands, pre- | 
save the Union from destruction, I am willing to || cisely in the manner in which Florida, Arkansas, 
incur as much responsibility, and make as great a || I believe, and Michigan did. 
personal sacrifice, as any member of this body to || Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator under- | 
attain this great object. For California, or her || stood me as saying that I am opposed to the ad- 
people, I can harbor no feelings of unkindness or || mission of California, he is mistaken. On the 


| aspecis and bearings; who would be able to devise | 


a scheme of adjustment which would relieve us | 


| 
} 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


of jealousy. In the acquisition of this Territory contrary, | am in favor of the admission of all that || 
} 


by treaty, I struggled nightand day with a perse- || part of California lying above the line of 36° 30’ 
‘erance which no man could surpass, This fair | asa State. But I want all the questions settled 
‘egion is overspread with my friends and acquaint- || together. 1 said that I was in favor of her ad- 


along || portant interests inseparably intertwined with it. || 


from all future trouble such as we are now en- |) 


|; do not know the opinions of any one member of 


that committee. I have, indeed, heard it intimated 
that the chairman of that committee holds an 
opinion somewhat different from my own. But 
this is not a matter into which I have inquired, or 
to which I attach any importance. 


_might serve to multiply the dangers which at || But, sir, | am charged with inconsistency, and 
present environ our southern people. Whatever || inconsistency so great, that the Senator from Mis- 


| me to say that I really cannot govern his emotions. 
| He is a gentieman of fine imagination and of great 
| fancy; and if he will permit himself to be operate? 
| upon by certain emotions which produce fancies 
which he can find no language to express, I cannot 


|| help it; it must be the fault of his own peculiar con- 


| stitution. I said, sir, when I[ had the honor of ad- 
| dressing the Senate on a former occasion, that I 


the great political parties, who could be safely || wanted a settlement of all the questions connected 
trusted with the whole subject of slavery, in all its || with the unfortunate institution which has brought 


| upon us the dangers which now threaten this 
| Union. 1 want them all settled. And, sir, there 
| is not a syllable which the Senator has read of the 
speech made by me on that occasion, nor in any 
speech that I ever made, which declares that all 
these subjects should be incorporated into one bill, 
and that upon the decision of that bill should rest 
the fate of all the questions connected with the 
| institution of slavery. No, sir. Now look at it 
| for a moment—— 5 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator allow me to 
| say one word here? On the morning after the 
| honorable Senator delivered the first part of his 
| speech on his own resolutions, the Union newspa- 
| per of this city, as | have heretofore suggested, 
placed the same interpretation upon his remarks 
which I have felt authorized to affix to them, and 
as I believe all the leading presses in the republic 
likewise did. The editors of the Union went so far 
even as formally to eulogize that part of the hon- 
orable Senator’s speech of the first day, which was 
understood by them as insisting upon an adjust- 
| ment of all the slavery questions together, upon 


'.one general plan. The honorable Senator, as I 





| supposed at the time, saw that he was thus con- 
| strued, and yet remained silent. 1 appeal to him 
| whether my first impression as to the import of 


| his words might not naturally have been confirmed 
'| into full conviction by the circumstances stated, 


ances, mag of whom are indeed most dear to || mission as a State before certain influences had || even had I regarded it, as I certainly did not, as a 
t 


my heart. 
dressing you, Mr. President, who, first in this 
chamber, more than two years ago, before the 
Present unfortunate state of things had been || ence, I shall take up no ume of the Senate during 
ht about, urged the admission of California || the discussion of this subject. I intend to divest 
** a State into this Confederacy. I afterwards || myself as much as [ possibly can of all party feel- 
Sruggled long and anxiously to supply her with a || ing. 
here is everything in |) "tr. TURNEY. I understand the honorable 


present unfortunate position. 








was the individual who is now ad- || operated there which have thrown her into her l case of dubious interpretation? __ 
||. Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, it is really surpris- 


Mr. CLAY. With regard to this alleged influ- | ing to me, though I will not express astonish- 
| ment about it, how the honorable Senator could 
|| thus have misconceived me. I repeat it now, as I 
| have often reiterated before, that I think Cong:ess 
| ought to settle ali the matters which appertain to 

this question, every one of ther; which has threa\~ 


a 
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ened this country with danger. It is one thing, | of the series of resolutions which I have offered. 


however, to settle them all, and another to fix upon 
the mode of doing it. I was going to show the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi how utterly 
impossible it is to settle them all in the manner 
which he proposes. 

My first proposition, in the series of eight reso- 
lutions which I offered, relates to California, and 
declares that she ought to be admitted; the second 
relates to the Territorial Governments; the next to 
Texas and the payment of a certain sum of money 
to her; the fifth relates to the District of Columbia 
and the abolition of slavery in the District. The 
sixth or seventh (for I have not got them now be- 
fore me) relates to the recovery of fugitive slaves. 
Why, sir, before | introduced my resolutions we 
had, a bill before us on that very subject, which 


had Leen discussed in part,and the progress of the || 


discussion perhaps interrupted by these resolu- 
tions. Now, sir, does the honorable Senator un- 
derstand me as introducing the proposition that the 
question of the admission of California, and the 
question of Territorial Governments, the question 
of the line of Texas, and the proposition to her 
for the payment of a sum of money in considera- 
tion of the surrender of her claim, whatever it may 
be, to the territory; and, besides that, the abolition 
of the slave-trade in the District of Columbia, 
and moreover a law for the recovery of fugitive 
slaves, and adding further sanctions and penalties 


'| procity of parliamentary dignity and propriety. 


to the existing laws on that subject, shall all be | 


combined in one single bill? It is impossible that 
anybody can conceive that I intended to embrace 
all this variety of subjects in one bill, and propose 
the passage of them all at once. 

Mr. FOOTE. lU certainly thought that all or 
most of these matters could be embraced in one 
bill, at least 8» far as positive legislative action was 
concerned. I think so yet; and, acting upon this 
opinion, I have actually embraced them in the bill 
introduced by me at the beginning of the session, 
and now in print upon the tables of Senators. | 
think that the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
would find it not little difficult to state any rea- 
son even of parliamentary technicality, going to 
show the impropriety of embracing in the same 
bill a proposition to admit a new State from Texas, 
such as I have ventured to recommend, and a 
proposition for the establishment of territorial 
governments in Deseret and New Mexico, with 
one for the cession to the United States of all the 
right of domain at present held by Texas north of 
the 34th degree north latitude. But if a plan of 
compromise cannot be so framed as to embrace all 
the controverted questions, why shall it not be 
made to embrace as many as practicable? Let me 
again propound to the honorable Senator a ques- 
tion which | have heretofore propounded, and 
which he has not yet answered. How is it that 
he, as a Senator from the State of Kentucky, wiihin 
whose limits the system of domestic slavery exists, can 
reconcile it to his own sense of justice to the vital in- 
teresis of his constituents, al such a moment as this, 
in view of all the dangers which menace the southern 
section of the Confederacy, to increase the number of ad- 
versary voles against us upon all the pending questions, 
without first receiving some compensation therefor ? 

Mr. CLAY. It ts totally unnecessary for the 
gentieman to remind me of my coming from a 
slaveholding State. I know whence I come, and 
I know my duty, and Lam ready to submit to any 
responsibility which belongs to me as a Senator 
from a slaveholding State. 

Sir, | have heard something said on this and on 
a former oceasion about allegiance to the South. 
I know no South, no North, no East, no West to 
which [ owe any allegiance. I owe allegiance to 
two sovereignties, and only two; one is to the 
sovereignty of this Union, and the othef is to the 
sovereignty of the State of Kentucky. My al- 
legiance is to this. Union and to my State; but if 
gentlemen suppose they can exact from me an ac- 
knowledgment of allegiance to any.idcal or future 
cratemplated confederacy of the South, I here de- 
clare that I owe no allegiance to it; nor will I, for 
one, come under any such allegiance if I can 
avoid it. I know what my duties are, and gentle- 
men may cease to remind me of the fact that | 


~ 


come from a slaveholding State. 

Sir, if I choose to avail myself of the opinions 
of my own State, I can show a resolution from the 
State Legislature, received last night, reported 
after due consideration by a committee. This 
resolution declares its cordial sanction to the whole 


; 
| 


| 


And | must say that the preparation of that reso- 
lution was unprompted by me; for I have neither 


| written to nor have I received a single letter from 


| 
| 


} 
; 


i 





‘trust myself if language of a personal character | 


| haps advantageously combined. 


| from Mississippi says, to combine all these sub- || 


| resolutions, that we should then refer them to ap- || 


| itself to an appropriate committee, or combining || 


| accommodation and harmony which I proposed all 


| want of good faith in voting for another measure | 


| the same day, or even the same week, but in the | 
| course of two or three weeks; and that, although 


/another, yet that part of the Union which had 











any member of the Legislature of Kentucky 
during this session on public affairs. 1 beg par- 
don for this digression. These are the sentiments | 
1 entertain, and I am neither to be terrified nor 
frightened by any language. I hope gentlemen | 
will not transcend the limits of legitimate parlia- | 
mentary debate in using any language toward me; | 
because I fear | could not even trust myself if 
they were to do it. I shall use no such language | 
toward them, and I hope on this floor for a 7 
ask it, because I do not know how far I could || 


were applied to me, I care not by whom. ’ 
But, sir, | have been showing, and I rose chiefly 
for the purpose of showing, that there is no incon- | 
sistency between anything that | have said here- | 
tofore, and anything | say now. What I have | 
said heretofore, and what | repeat now, is, that all | 
these questions ought to be settled. Now, I ad- |) 
mit the thought has crossed my mind respecting | 
the course which I think this business ought to 
take,and I will state to you frankly what have | 
‘been my impressions. My desire was that the 
Senate should express its sense upon each of the 
resolutions in succession, beginning with the first 
and ending with the eighth. If they should be 
affirmatively adopted, my purpose was to propose || 
the reference of them to appropriate committees. |} 
There are some of the subjects which may be per- || 
1 hope they can | 
be combined in one bill. For example, the estab- 
lishment of suitable governments for the Térri- || 
tories, the question of the limits of Texas, and i 
the proposition made to pay her a certain sum of 
money for considerations which I will not repeat. | 
These, possibly, might be all with great propriety | 
combined in one bill, and presented as a whole. 
But, beyond that, I never supposed it would be at- 
tempted, or that we could with propriety go; 
though it is possible, to be sure, as the Senator 








i] 
i] 
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jects in one bill of fifty or a hundred sections or | 
pages. But it is not the usual course of legisla- || 
tion, nor do I think he will find it as practicable || 
as he imagines. Besides, there are some of thé 
resulutions which are negative in their character, 
requiring no legislation—such as the last one, for 4 
example. My idea was, if the Senate should || 
think proper finally to decide affirmatively on these || 


propriate committees, either one resolution by || 


two or three together, according to the affinity of || 
the subjects they embrace, and let the committee | 
act on these two or three subjects. But I never 


did contemplate embracing in the entire scheme of | 


these distracting questions, and bringing them all , 
into one measure. 
Sir, I did suppose that, if the Senate decided af- | 
firmatively on each of these resolutions, though 
one might be matured in the shape of a bill-a little 
earlier than others, still, having declared our ap- 
probation of them all, we could so far trust each | 
other as to believe that voting for any one measure | 
to-day will not lead to the apprehension of any | 


to come up to-morrow. I suppose they would all | 


be settled about the same time, possibly not on || 
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one measure should first be adopted a little more 
favorable to one section of the Union than to 


been most favored by the adoption of that meas- 
ure would not fail to do what was right and prop- | 
er when a measure came forward advantageous, 
not to itself, but to another portion of the Union. 
That was my idea. So with respect to this meas- 
ure, if it is referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. When they will report I cannot tell. It will 
be some time before they can make the report, 
and it will be some time after the report is made 
before it is acted upon; and it will be weeks, per- 
haps months, before a bill admitting this State into | 
the Union passes through both Houses. In the | 
mean time, as one measure passes from us, we can 
be acting on others, and bringing in the bills and 
taking them up as they arise. 
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I have now explained the course whi “ 
it will be proper to take on this ddandan Pnesp 
am sure that not even the Senator from Missie 
sippi - now ea — F stand pledged to i 

eneral comprehensive bill to combi ' 
ures to which he owe referred. ne all the meas. 
r. . certainly did unde 
Senator from Kentucky - taking eae 
originally, that it was quite proper, and ie ; 
highly necessary, that some general plan . 
scheme of adjustment, embracing all the Pending 
questions of slavery, should be devised a 
agreed upon, before any attempt at legislation of 


~ 


_the special and partial character now pro 


should take place. I not only so understood him 
but I confidently believe he was so understood by. 
the whole country. I understand the honorab, 
Senator now as clearly to say that he intended no 
to be so construed. .I can only say that [ think 
he could scarcely have been as aba in the 
enunciation of his views as he usually has been 
else so general a misinterpretation could hardly 
have occurred.- The honorable Senator, [ cop. 
ceive, has gone a little out of his way to com. 
plain of the severity of the language used by me 
in the course of this debate. [ am sure that | 
was not aware of being discourteous; I thousht 
indeed, that I had been quite lavish in commenda. 
tion. My case is rather a hard one. The honor. 
able Senator from Kentucky complains that | am 


| not sufficiently polite and complaisant; whilst cer. 


tain much respected democratic friends of mine 
have not hesitated to accuse me of being even too 
deferential to that honorable gentleman, as well as 
too laudatory of him. Upon the whole, Lam in. 
clined to come to the conclusion that I may not be 
very particularly deserving of censure in either of 


| the particulars named. 
As to the honorable Senator’s apprehension, that 


he may lose-hi8 own temper, and evince actual ir- 
ritation himself, if not treated with more forbear. 
ance and moderation by myself and others, | am 


| persuaded that the honorable Senator does serious 
| injustice to himself. I do not think it possible that 


he could become irritated with one 30 innocent as 
myself of all intention to affront him, and so uni- 
formly kind in my bearing toward him. I shall 
certainly be as much as possible on my guard; for 
it is far from my desire, for many reasons, to give 
unnecessary offence to the honorable Senator from 


|| Kentucky or to any other person. When I speak 


unkindly, itis always because I[ think it my duty 
to do so. 

I was quite startled by one remark which fell 
from the lips of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky just now. He insinutes that he fears that 
some persons in the South are aiming to establish 
a southern confederacy. 

Mr.CLAY_ Notatall. 

Mr. FOOTE. Whatdid the honorable Senator 
mean then, by disclaiming so emphatically all alle 
giance toa southern confederacy, now or here- 
after? 

Mr. CLAY. The honorable Senator knows 
perfectly well that the language as used here again 
and again is “ treachery to the South,” “‘ abandon- 
ing the South,” * failing to uphold the interests of 
the South.”” Now, what I meant to say was, that 
L knew of no South in the shape of a confederaied 
Government; no South to which | owed allegiance. 
I did not mean to say that there was a solitary i0- 
dividual in. the South in favor of a dissolution of 
the Union. 

Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator’s pres- 
ent explanation is quite satisfactory; and yet 
am sure he ought to feel indebted to me for afford- 
ing him an opportunity for making it. He says 
now that he does not know an individual in the 
South who is in favor of dissolving the Union. 
dare say he is quite right, sir, that there are none, 
or but few in the South, who are disunionists per 
se. But I must remind him that to the North 
East such factionists are found in considerable 
numbers, Even'the sanctity of Faneuil Hall has 
been necenily profaned by the proceedings of * 
regular Abolition Convention, which adopted rt 
solutions asserting the expediency of dissolving 
the Union, in order to put down slavery. ' 
so far, neither of the Massachusetts Senators here 
have been heard to rebuke these fanatics. te 
hope that we shall hear from them after awhi ; 
The trumpet of disunion has been sounded, 
to say in New York also, and in various 
States north of Mason and Dixon’s line. Sou 
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